VOL. VI. 


“LET THERE 
F ST. LOUIS, MO., JULY 3, 1886. 


# 


BE LIGHT.” 


NO. 13. 


NOTICE. 


In accordance with the request of its many 
friends “ Light in the West” is now changed 
from @ Semi monthly to a 

WEEKLY 
publication. The advance anbseription price will 
not be changed until September frst. 


Entered at the Post Onice, St. Louis, as second-class matter, 


Free and open discussion is invited on al} questions which 
tend to advance truth and right. Writers will be held respon- 
sible for their theories. Names nust always ve attached to 
communications as a guarantee of good faith, but may be 

` withheld by request. 


SUBSCRIPTION IN ADVANCE, 


PN a Tete E a eo nieccanss $1.00 
BINIOMENB sess p40 0s + 0's vine eroeresossosonoussesoosassse -60 
SARIE OIER a a na OA aR .05 
Xa” 100 per cent. will be added to subscriptions 

not paid in alvance, Or per year.........eeeeee verere 2.00 


Specimen copy sent free. 


ADVERTISEMENTS published at 15 cts. per line for the 
first, and l0cts. per line for each subsequent insertion. Larger 
contracts and long time rates subject to contract. 


MONEY is at our risk ONLY when sent in St. Louis or 
New York Draft, Postal Order, Post Oftice Money Order, 
or (small amounts) in Registered letter, al! payable to 

8. Archer, Business Manager, 
314 Chestnut St., St. Louis, Mo. 


SAMUEL ARCHER, 
Editorial & Business Manager, 
314 Chestnut St. St. Louis, Mo. 


PROMISE8 are good: performances are 
better. 


ConunpruM: Does the center of a cir- 
cle in motion revolve? 

As we make our to-day, so may we ex- 
pect our to-morrow to be. 


ENDLEss space and endless time are two 
things which we know to be true, yet can- 
not comprehend. 


Some teachers make the learner feel as 
though he would rather remain in ignor- 
ance than to be taught of them. 


To get clear down onto the animal 
plane, eat pork, chew tobacco, and drink 
whiskey. If this don’t do it nothing will. 


Way don’t we spell words as they 
sound; and not goall round Robin Hood’s 
barn with our “ oughs”? 


In order to be somebody’s abject slave, 


get into his debt. Then crouch and cringe 
to him like any other slave. 


Lanor always receives its own reward. 
This law is immutable. Tken-let each one 
ask himself, what am I doing? What may 
I expect? 


Make allowance for defective organiza- 
tions, education and ‘surroundings in 
others; or, in other words, kave charity 
for your fellow men. 


“THE greatest friend to truth is time ; 
her greatest enemy, prejudice; and her 
constant cempanion is humility.”— Colton. 
What a world of truth in these assertions. 


WHENEVER one feels proud and self suffi- 
cient, let him look up and see how many 
there are above him: when depressed and 
thinking his lot unbearable, he should look 
down and behold the number in a worse 
condition than himself. 


Tne rich have not the wants of the poor, | 


and it may hardly be expected that they 
can realize their needs; but they can bend 
down their souls, and listen to their 
prayers, which will open up to them a 
whole field of want, where they can exer- 
cise their benevolence and bestow their 
cherity. 


Poor health is largely our own fault. | 
We cat unwholesome food at unseagonable | 


hours, wear unsuitable clothing ; we sit in 
a draft and then complain of taking cold; 
we eat steaming hot victuals, followed by 
ice cream; and instead of drinking our 
ice water or other cold substances slowly, 
we gulp it down as if we were running 


a race; and a race it ia, sometimes,—with 


| the undertaker and friends to the cemetary. 


BAVARIA’S DEAD KING. 


Many persons, and particularly those in 
the far west of this conntry, are apt to 
speak disparagingly of the poor, disinher- 
ited Indian, who has been driven from 
river to lake, and lake to river, from moun- 
tain barrier to mountain barrier, until he 
has reached the setting sun, and still thocry ` 
is, “Move on, move on”; and not afew 
are heartless and uncharitable enough to 
say, “ There is only one good Indian, and 
that is a dead one.” 

But if that were true, or just, to say of 
any ono, how much more true would it be 
to say it not only of the dead King of 
Bavaria, but of all kings whomsoever ; for 
they are not only usurpers, but as the his- 
tory of the world too plainly shows, they 
have with few exceptions, played the role 
of tyrant and human butcher through all 
the aves, and the earlier writton histories 
point to a time when thoy caused tho 
blood of their vassals and slaves to flow 
like water, and for the most trivial pre- 


| text, or, all too often, for none at all, 


Oh, that the law, that “might makes 
right” should ever have prevailed; how 
much it must answer for, and those who 
have committed crimes in its name. 

Bat for the progress of the age, and the 
interposition of another lunatic, who as- 
pired to power, the order, or edict, of the 
suicide king, that all his cabinet should be 
“ put to death” might have been carried 
into effect, and all because they sought to 
depose an insane usurper of the people’s 
rights and prerogatives. And now nearly 
all Europo goes into mourning, because a 
lunatic has commitied the most praise- 
worthy act of his life,—that of riding the 
people of his vagaries and usurpation ; 
and the tyrants of Europeare blatant, and 
are profuse with their tears, that the noble 


house of the Bavarian kings has met with 
a visitation of providence, when in this case, 
and many others, now existing, worse 
than this, it should have been a hempen 
rope; or perhaps what would have been bet- 
ter, to have shown them out of the country, 
as France is doing with the uneasy and 
unruly relics of the effete dynasties of that 
country. Belief in the divine right of kings 
has well nigh departed ; and it might be 
well to look into the supposed divine right 
of the Hebrew and pagan gods, as to their 
right to play with the destinies of the 
human race, for time and for eternity. 

Our government is not by any means 
perfect ; but we have the right to make it 
so, whenever we reach the moral altitude 
to framo it, and live upto it. The people 
may commit crimes, but not until they are 
goaded on to them,—they have becn long 
suffering with tyrants and oppressors. We 
find the Queen of England lauded because 
she has had a peaceful reign,—and why 
shouldn’t sle? She has had it all her own 
way; she and her children are simply 
paupers on the public treasury, and her 
right of succession only makes it the 
greater and more long continued crime. 
Just so much longer has the public been 
kept out of their rights while the robbers 
have been in possession. 

But the day iscoming when institutions 
of learning, and the poor and unfortunate 
will be the particular care of the govern- 
ment, rather than to pamper the rich, and 
support an effete lot of beggars, called 
aristocracy. Justice, oh God, when will 
justice be done,—the “ blood of Abel cries 
from the ground.” 


PROGRESS. 


It has now been six months since Ligut 
IN THE West in its present form com- 
menced its work. During this time events 
of considerable importance to the paper | 
have transpired, but it has kept steadily 
on in its course. Not one time has it been 
late in coming out to the readers, We 
have succeeded in giving them thoughts, 
fresh from the pens of those who have had 
experiance and spent much time in the 
study of Spiritualism. As to mechanical 
construction we have tried to put up a jour- 
nal that would commend itself to the eye, 
and be worthy a place in any reading room 

“or parlor, while the subjects are discussed 
with a design to interest every one, to 
build up rather than tear down. If Spir- 
itualism is half what we claim for it, 
it is able to furnish its own material for 
the construction ofits temple. It has been | 
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our purpose to be liberal in admitting dis- 
cussions, and in publishing views of per- 
sons widely different in opinion; and as 
yet our columns have not been disgraced, 
slandered or scandalized seriously, Such 
a course could not have been successfully 
pursued even in this free country fifty 
years ago, and the paper remain as much 
of a success us it is to-day. The way be- 
fore us seems brighter and more encourag- 
ing than at first. It is even opening up a 
much broader field than we had antici- 
pated, We know of no Success but that 
which must overcome difficulties. We 
know of no Reward but that which is ob- 
tained through labor. So we go forward, 
hoping for much, demanding but little, and 
begging none. 

We have been urged to become a 
weekly, In the last issue we intimated 
this and that likely we would, We have 
decided to do so. Now friends—and in 
this word we include all who love the cause 
and who wish Licut 1n THE Wrst to suc- 
ceed,—we aşk you to como forward with 
your support, By support, we do not 
mean only the Dollar, for every one knows 
that is necessary, but we want your spir- 
itual sympathy extended to us, and not 
only to us personally, but by communica- 
tions through the paper—our medium—to 
the brotherhood of souls, for whom it is 
our purpose to furnish spiritaal fuod. If 
you are working in the cause for which 
you wish us all to think you are praying, 
let us kindly ask you, if thiais not a paper 
through which you can do much good ? 
If itis, will you do it? 

To the readers we have to say that our 
columns being open to writers who think 
differently, and perhaps radically differ 
ent, on important matters, they must not 
expect every paper, nor, indeed, every 
article in any one paper to suit their views. 
Try the opinions of all, and retain only 
such parts as your intelligence assures you 
are right. 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


It has been thought best by all civilized 
nations to hang, guillotine, or otherwise 
take the life of murderers, as it was 
thought by that means they were got rid 
of for all time thereafter, But there never 
was a greater mistake: the culprit wakes 
in the next state of existence just where 
he left off here, with all his passions and 
prejudices only intensified by the judicial 
murder that has been committed. And 
finding that he is at liberty to roam the 
world over, though invisible to mortal eye, 


and with more subtle power than when in 
the body, he is ready to wreak his ven- 
geance not only on those individuale who 
he may imagine has done hima wrong, 
but on the whole community, with every 
opportunity that offers. And while many 
may think this anawful state of things, 
which cannot or should not be, still, dt 
does exist, right here among us, though 
we are not cognizant of it, through our 
physical senses, 

The law making it possible for one mind 
to influence another is universal. It is 
like all other laws, open to all,—the good 
and the bad, as we call them. Now if this 
is true, as we have been informed it is, by 
hundreds of returning spirits, how much 
better would it be to keep that class of 
offenders against the law of the land, and 
to reform them here, rather than launch 
them over onto the otherside, where they 
are even harder to reach than here. 

Would it not be far better to hold them 
here, and arrange our institutions in such 
a manner that they would act as reform- 
atories, instead of making the criminals 
generally worse, by the treatment given 
thom, and the associates among whom 
they are thrown? 

And in order to offer an incentivo for 
good conduct and reformation there should 
be held out some ray of hope, — some 
chance of escape, from that life-long glcom 
of prison life; and fur this purpose a 
commission should be appointed in each 
state, which should examine into the con- 
duct, and as fur as practicable, the condition 
of the mind of the condemned murderer. 
And he who was believed to be penitent, 
and showed by his conduct while incar- 
cerated that he was repentant, should be 
liberated on the “ ticket of leave” princi. 
ple. Ifthought best, a mark could be put 
on his person in some hidden -place, by 
which if he failed to demean himself as a 
good citizen, he could under any and all 
circumstances be identified, and sent back 
by the commission, under the old verdict 
without further trial, 

By this means there would be an oppor- 
tunity for reform, instead of sending the 
worst elements over into the world of 
spirits, where they are capable of doing 
infinitely more harm. 

Every sphere should vake care of its own 
undeveloped ones, or criminals, for there 
is the proper place for growth out of the 
low conditions of that sphere. And when 
we commit a judicial murder, by hanging 
culprits, we only deprive them of the 
body ; they are here with us, on the earth 


plane, just the same, being unable to rise 
above it. 


How long will peoplecontinuc to think 
of the future and its locality, as far off on 
tho confines of space. There is no limit to 
the habitation of spirit, only its develop- 
ment. An undeveloped spirit can reach 
the higher spheres, only through the law 
of progress and development, and conse- 
quently has to remain right here among 
those of its class. Thus there is no crowd- 
ing or inbarmony in the higher spheres; 
and no one can complain of injustice, as 
their condition is exactly of their own 
making; but the way “upward and on- 
ward ” is always before them, 

When some such course as the above is 
pursued with the erring of every class, we 
will cease to perpetuate criminals, and the 
fountain of crime will, to a great extent, 
cease to flow. 

The fabled Phcenix is not all a myth, 
Man rises from his ashes, and no matter 
what his so-called death, he is still a man, 
and with every change has added powers 
for good or evil. And as good is omnipo- 
tent, and the evil transient, the good must 
prevailand the evil flee away; for light is 
more powerful than darkness, both in mind 
aud matter, and must prevail. Then let us 
hasten to learn thelaws of life, and work in 
unison with them: in that way we may be- 
come co-workers with God in the elevation 
ofthe race, which should be the highest as- 
piration of every living soul. B. 


SPIRIT POWER. 
Editorial from spirit friends, June 19, 1838. 

If the progress of Spiritualism depended 
on mankind alone, the movement would 
die outfor tho want of knowledge, as until 
man’s spiritual nature was developed suf- 
ficiently to reccive this truth, all beyond 
the grave was doubt and uncertainty. 
But now thai the subtle powers and many 
phases of electricity are being investigated 
by man, and being called into requisition 
for many purposes of an earthly nature, 
the immortal spirits, whose very nature is 
electric, have no difficulty on their part in 
influencing minds, instilling ideas, and as- 
sisting in the further development of this 
and other latent forces, as yet imperfectly 
known, All tho difficulty lies with man’s 
fuilure to recognize the truth, that the 
thoughts freed from the body continue the 
same pursuits as on earth. If, therofore, 
the spirit in man is devoted to intellectual 
pursuits, those freed spirits following out 
the same thoughts are attracted to such, 
and unseen, unfelt, unacknowledged, instil 
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and sometimes throw in ideas which result 
in important inventions for the benefit of 
mankind on earth. Such being the case, 
there is no difficulty in using the same 
power to control a pencil and give our 
certain knowledge of the future destiny of 
man. This is no speculative theory, or 
imagination; here all is reality, firm, abid- 
ing, not changing and passing away like 
the shadowy things of earth. 

Here, then, we call on our fellow crea- 
tures to study our teachings, simple and 
plain as they are, and so imbibe the spirit 
of thom, that they may be engrafted in the 
soul and become a part of the inner nature, 
connecting the aspirations, hopes and 
wishes with the same thoughts in spirit life ; 
thus harmonizing with the holy and pure, 
—partially foretasting the calm content- 
ment which belongs only to the state of a 
conscience void of offence. It must be 
remembered our teachings are limited to 
man’s understanding : it would be useless 
to expatiate on a state unknown to mortals. 
All things in their right season,—the jour- 
ney of earth life must first be so passed 
through that the end may bring,—what ; 
happiness or remorse? The spirit escaped 
from the thraldom of flesh and blood alone 
can answer. 


DOES GOD UNDERSTAND ENGLISIL? 


In all Catholic churches, and in the syna- 
gogues, where the congregation aro Eng 
lish speaking people, the services are con- 
ducted largely in Latin or Hebrew; and as 
these languages are utterly unintelligible 
to the worshipers, they must be intended 
for God alone to hear, From this we 
might infer that God eithor does not under- 
stand English, or that there is something 


to be said to Him which it is not best, | 5 
| as “angry every day ;’’ as condemning the 


right, or proper, for the congregation, 
for whom the priest is supposed to put up 
the petition, to hear. 

But there may be still another rea- 
son for this, and it is probably the true 
one, viz , to keep the masses in the dark, 
making them think there is something 
mysterious, something beyond thoir reach, 
in approaching GoD. 

Now, who shal! say how far off God is, 
—vorhow near. Certainly He is no respec- 
tor of persons, and His car is said to be 
open to the cry of every one. In other 
words, God senses all that takes place in 
matter through matter, as does the spirit, 
when it comes in contact with, or controls 
the medium through whom it manifests 
itself, 

Then why all this hidden—this mysteri- 
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ous approach to God. It certainly must 
be for the purpose of making it appear 
necessary to keep a class of intermediates— 
of paid beneficiaries, for whom there is no 
need, but who have fastened themselves 
on humanity as the parasite does on cer- 


tain animals. 
Away with priests and dogmas; let us 


have a religion pure and simple—a religion 
for and of humanity, in which every man 
can be his own priest, and let nature and 
experience be his teacher and guide, When 
we have this, every priest and preacher 
will have to be his own purveyor; and the 
world will be rid of a class of persons who 
have lived at its expense, these many 
generations. 

Ob Christianity, thou hast much to an- 
swerfor! Thou haat followed in the wake 
of sun, serpent and idol worship, and hast 
added to these new terrors, new fetters for 
the living, and continuest to torture them 
when dead. Any and all other beliefs have 
been more lenient than thou; for they 
have permitted the dead to rest in peace, 
while thou hast cast them into an endless 
hell, there to languish forever. 

It is high time that Chriet should come 
again, to tear the mask from the religions 
taught in his name; for instead of bringing 
“peace and good will to man,” it has 
brought persecution and the sword upon 
earth, and everlasting fire after death, caus- 
ing millions upon millions to go through 
life with their heads bowed down as cul- 
prits, for sins supposed to have been com- 
mitted by their first parents, as well as for 
other priest-craft delusions. 

And the God of love and beneficence 
who has willed and wished only good for 
His children, ever since their creation, has 
been held up to man as “a consuming fire ;” 


race before they were born; as punishing 
the “innocent for the guilty,” — and a 
thousand other things, only the concep- 
tions of disordered brains Ob, credulous, 
bigoted, superstitious man! How long will 
ye remain the puppets of— 


ti Blind leaders or designing knaoves, 
Who steal your purse, and make you slaves.’” 


COME UP HIGHER. 

The Creator, instead of making the world 
in six days, as reported in the book of Gen- 
esis, chose to fashion it by degrees, or by 
development; and whilo many may think 
it degrading man to have come up through 
all the grades of animality to his present 
standpoint, we think it is much more to 
his credit than to have fallen from bis 
high estate, as pictured in the bible, and 
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to have to crawl back into favor withGod | 
through vicarious atonement, or the death 
of an innocent person for a guilty race. 

No, man never fell, but has been climb- 
ing the ateeps of time, and gaining exper- 
ience after experience, storing it up and 
transmitting it from generation to genera- 
tion. And while his body was through the 
long lapse of ages, being made to stand 
erect, making stride after stride toward 
its present altitude, the mind was passing 
through all the grades of worship, from 
of wood and stone, tothe sacrifice of ani- 
mals and finally human beings to appease 
a God they never saw, and indeed never 
heard from, only through the works of 
His creation, 

Now itis time to takea step higher, and 
throw off all the blind superstitions of the 
past, all the dogmas of mythology or the- 
ology, and deal with spirit as we find it. 
Let us test all things, and adopt that which 
is trua and good, and susceptible of proof. 

The God of this universe is so infinitely 
beyond the comprehension of man in his 
present stage of development, that we can 
have no tangible idea of such a Being. 
Nor has God ever shown Himself to man, 
except through his works, and any and 
all beings that may havo presented them 
selves to man have been once human, like 
himself, on some other planet. 

Now we know there are spiritual intelli- 
gences that do communicate with earth ; 
then let us examine into the modus oper- 
andi of their communicating, and give 
them all the helps we can to arrive at the 
true condition of things in the beyond: 
Let us cast aside every prejudice, and while 
we examine carefully every point of evi- 
dence, not place unreasonable obstacles 
in the way of arriving at the truth. 

If we live hereafter, let us know it from 
first hands, and not take the say so of an 
old, effete theology of the dark years, If 
God or spirits or angels talked to those 
far beneath us in intellect and develop- 
mont, why should they not talk to us? It 
is no use to say the book of inspiration is 
closed or sealed, there is as much need of 
inspiration to-day as there over was, to 
cloar up that which is claimed to be 
inspired. 

Now, let reason have its sway; let us 
get all the light we can, from any source | 
that offers any probable success; let it be 
from a grain of sand, from the heavenly 
bodies, physical or spiritual — anything 
to know the exact truth, or as near it as 
we can get. 

It is a matter that interests all human- | 


ity; then let us not condemn the way 
some take of arriving at it, because it does 
not suit our preconceived notions ; but 
rather let us accept truth wherever we find 
it, and let the old go, as unfit to hold the 
intelligence of tho age in which we live. 
Let us come up higher, fur light and trut" 
are ever beyond. 


For Light in the West. 
MATERIALISM. 
BY PROFESSOR HENRY KIDDLE. 

Materialism must always seem to the 
spiritual ly-minded a sad “ eclipse of faith.” 
By faith 1 mean that light of the spirit 
which ought to shine in the inner nature 
of every man and much more of every 
woman, A belief in the negations of 
Materialism may not, indeed, imply spirit- 
ual death; but it certainly does indicate 
spiritual blindness. In man, with his 
extremely sensuous nature, reasoning as 
he does exclusively from his outward per- 
ceptions, and being constantly under the 
sway of carthly desires and propensities, 
the Materialistic delusion does not seem so 
great an anomaly ; but in woman, living as 
she does so much more in the realm of 
emotion, sentiment, and intuition, this 
eclipse of the light of the spirit is almost a 


monstrosity. 
Toa mind thus—I will not say consti- 


tuted but—perverted, there is no God but 
matter, to which evolution, alleged to be 
“continuous through ali time,” is the potent 
work master that produces from it all the 
wonderfal forms and organisms that what 
we call Nature presents to our view. For 
the religious, theistic, or Christian creed, 
the modern Materialist ha substituted — 

“I believe in the Chaotic Nebula, self existent 
Evolver of heaven and earth—in the disunion 
of saints—the dispersion of the body, and in 
Death Everlasting. Amen.” 

This substitution is the greatest triumph 
of nineteenthcentury science as the disci- 
ples of modern materialism and the adorers 
of Evolution seem to think. 

A female materialist who endeavors to 
extinguish the Liaur in THE West by the 
carbonic acid gas of materialistic evolution 
alleges that “nothing but matter with its 
powers and potencies is eternal.” How 
very marvelous that one who knows that 
there is no life for man or woman beyond 
the brief earthly existence should also 
know that anything is, or is not, eternal. 
In one of those humorous anecdotes which 
have been handed down to’us from the 
witty Greek writer, ILierocles, we read 
that a certain scholasticos (simpleton) hav- 
ing been told that a crow commonly lives 


a hundred years, procured one with the 
intention to satisfy himself as to the truth 
of the statement by personal observation. 
It would be absurd to suggest to the phil- 
osophic lady to whom reference is here 
made this method of verifying her state- 
ment as to the eternity of matter, as she is 
sure she has no interest in eternity; and it 
is scarcely possible to conceive how other- 
wise a perron scientific par excellence could 
verify that audacious asseveration. 

“The general doom,” she asserts, “ is 
death.” The “fragrant rose,” the “ tiny 
blade of grass,” the “tall pine and sturdy 
oak,” the “ephemeral insect and the noble 
horse” must “die and be no more;” and 
then she asks, in triumphant logic, “shall 
man, only a little higher in the scale of 
being find himself exempt from the general 
doom?” How diversely do different minds 
view the same things! Thus the poet 
Beattie says :— 

i Shall I be left forgotten in the dust, 

When Fate, relenting lets the flower revive? 

Shall Nature's voice, to man alone unjust, 

Bid him, t' ough doomed to perish, hope to live? 

Is it for this fair virtue oft must strive 

With disappointment, penury, and pain? 

No: Heaven's immortal spring shall yet arrive, 

And man’s majestic beauty bloom again, 

Bright this th’ eternal year of Love's triumphant 
reign.” 

These lines were written in the last cen” 
tury; but their author, who also wrote the 
famous “ Essay on Truth,” was a philoso- 
phic thinker, and not a mere dreaming 
poct. [fwe reagon from analogy, we must 
at least observe the analogous objects 
correctly. Certainly, there are more analo- 
gies in nature that support the gospel of 
immortality than those that scem to give 
support to the gospel of annihilation. 
Instead of concluding, with this fomale 
Epicurean, that the destiny of every thing 
in the universe is death without resurrec- 
tion, we rather say with Young— 

* All to reflourish fades; 


Asin a wheel, all sink to reascend— 
Emblems of mun, who passes, not expires.” 

[nthe light of that which Modern Spirit- 
ualism has revealed, and which has been 
accepted by some of the best minds of this 
age, it is really a phenomenon to finda 
person claiming to be intelligent, and yet 
making the following assertions :— 

“u We are born of earth, and by evolution are 
adapted to our environment. That we might 
have been still batter formed for happiness has 
nothing to do with whatis. Eterna! or unmixed 
happiness is an impossibility. Perfect content- 
mont is unattainable and undesirable; for to wish 
for nothing would be stultification. Eternal 
progression is slso impossible; for retrogression 
must come. Eternal life is impossible, for death 


is just as na‘ural as life, and just as certain. All 
we can do is to make the most and the best of 
man to day, and build for the future of our race 
as wesee that future shacowed torth in earth life.” 

Here we have a series of allegations 
that boldly contradict not only the most 
thoroughly established facts of modern 
revelation, but the conviction of the great- 
est minds of every age. Froude asks, 
“ What better test of truth have we than 
the ablest men’s acceptance of it?” And 
very many such minds—the representatives 
of all the various departments of knowl- 
edye and culture—after a careful and pro- 
longed examination of the truth of Spirit- 
ualism, have fully accepted them, and 
generally in spite of previous prejudice or 
adverse convictions. 

Science, with all its boasted victories — 
and we admit them and rejoice over them 
—has approached no nearer a solution of 
the great mystery of life than the ancient 
thinkers and explorers. It is safe to say 
that no physical research will ever be able 
to solve it. All the decay and dissolution 
we observe in nature are only of oxternal 
forms and organisms used for the expres- 
sion of entities that aro superior to the mat- 
ter that temporarily clothes thom. That 
miterial clothing may, indeed, be the result 
of evolution, but the capacity to evolve,— 
its origin, its mode of operation, and its 
end—forever elude discovery. 

There is no evidence of any actual retro- 
gression in nature. Dissolution thore is, 
but it is only change, which is an element 
of progress. Is not evolution always from 
lower to higher organisms? Do the higher 
ever, by a reversed process, pass back to 
tho lower? Does science assert that the 
human organism has ever been known to 
descend backward, by successive steps, to 
tho protoplasm, its alleged source? Why, 
then, is it so positively asserted that 

“«petrogression must come ?” 

Morcover can it be said that evolution 
ends in the human organism as we see it ? 
May it not pass onward to higher stages of 
improvement or perfection, until it produ- 
ces an organism fit to be the receptacle and 
instrument ofa much higher spiritual being 
than has yet descended into matter upon 
this globe ? Suppose the earth, or the solar 
system, to have completed its won of dura- 
tion, and then to be dissolved, that dissolu- 
tion implies not absoluts death or destruc- 
tion, but only a passing to higher condi- 
tions in the great evolutionary process by 
which one temporary form of combination 
gives place to another. 


The scientific evolutionist has never 
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even hypothetized the origin of conscious- | 


ness or shown in the evolutionary scale the 
link that connects the self conscious being 
with the nonconscious, or traced instinct 
passing into reason. The terms mind and 
matter stand for totally distinct conceptions 
and indicate two classes of phenomena, 
separated by a chasm that physical science 


can never bridge. 

. It is due to the mental sterility of mate- 
rialism that a person, looking at nature 
through the darkened medium of a per- 
verted understanding, sces all things 
shrouded in gloom, and exclaims: There 
is nothing but death in the universe—this 
universe which knows neither Author nor 
Ruler; which called itself into being with- 
out any purpose, and as sensolessly rushes 
back again to primal nothingness. 

All this, to use the words of Sir C. Wol- 
scley, is only “the rabble of atheistical, 
epicurean notions which have been so often 
routed, and have fled before the world, but 
are now faced about, and afresh recruited, 
to assault the present generation.” 

Fortunately, this age, with its great 
psychical wave, presents the worst pos- 
sible soil for the poisonous seeds of pes- 
simism, materialism, and atheism (often 
miscalled Liberalism) to germinate in. 

In the middle of the last century, the 
wise and far seeing Franklin said, speak- 
ingof the present life and so called death : 

“ This is rather an embryo state, a preparation 
for living. A man is not completely born until 
he be dead. We arespirits. Tnat bodies should 
be le it us, while they can afford us pleasure, assist 
us inacquiring knowledge, or doing good to our 
fellow creatures, is a kind and benevolent act of 
God. When they become unfit for these purposes, 
itis equally kind that a way is provided by which 
we may get rid of them. Death is that way.” 

Thus was the great and good Franklin 
a Spiritualist even in 1756. 


PRAYER 
Inspirational ;—transcribed for Light in the West. 

The idea of there being no Supreme 
Being to whom our gratitude can return 
thanks, or our wishes rise in prayer, is a 
consequence of finite minds endeavoring 
to search into subjects far beyond their 
comprehension. Not preceiving the true 
lesson offered them, their minds become 
bewildered, and they are lost in the con- 
fusion of fancied theories, depriving them- 
selves of the happiness that a reverential 
trust in the wisdom and power of the 
Great Source of all being, whose laws 
guide and control all nature, whether spir- 
itual or material, whom we rejoice to call 
our Heavenly Father, causes to dwell in 
the minds of those whose reason, checked 
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by humility, looks upward,—above mor- 
tal ken, for guidance and support. Prayer 
can never cause the laws of nature to be 
suspended, but when the aspirations of 
the mind are elevated, desiring an increase 
of spiritual gifts, assistance will be given 
to mortals to cheer, to console in the trials 
incident to humanity. This assistance,often 
scorned in prosperity, can be estimated at 
its true value when afiliction bas done its 
work of purifying the mind by substituting 
humility in the place of haughty, supercil- 
ious imaginings. True prayer links the 
thoughts of man with the thoughts freed 
from the material; and the fruits of such 
intercourse will be love, joy, peace, and 
the delight of endeavoring to increase 
the happiness of others. Sad, indeed, is 
the case of those who cannot look up with 
confidence depending on the love of that 
Almighty Being, whose laws obeyed se- 
cure the happiness of all living creatures, 
whether in or out of the material body. 


Thoughts of an individual spirit, caused 
by the foregoing remarks : 

I wish to say that my experience has 
taught me the value of prayer. True | 
prayer is always a sincere wish, an ear- 
nest aspiration, accompanied by endeav- 
ors to attain the desired resuit ; could any 
sensible being expect that praying alone 
could secure the object wished for? No; 
the idea we would wish to inculcate is, 
that the prayer of a mortal will be known 
by his actions. Does any one pray to bo 
delivered from a bad habit to which he 
has yielded till it overpowers him, he 
must labor earnestly in addition to his 
prayer; for without his own earnest strug- 
gles prayer will not relieve him. Does 
one wish to succeed in any undertaking, 
his endeavors will show the earnestness of 
his prayers or wishes. There are many 
who dispisc the prayers that appeal to - 
higher powers for assistance; they are 
not aware that every earnest wish is a 
prayer. The selfish man wishes for his 
own aggrandizement. He uses every en- 
deavor, he succeeds; but is he blessed? 
His spirit is poor, and blind, and naked, 
and so he finds it when the mortal body 
is dropped. Let all remember that ear- 
nest wishes are prayers, and guard well 
your wishes; for as they are elevated or 
Gebased such will be your introduction 
into'spirit life. I was known in earth life as 
James Barlow, minister, Wis. Sept. 20, 784. 


The following thoughts were communi- 
cated June 30, 1883: 
My friend, I promised to give my opin- 
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ion on this subject and this is the ful- 
fillment of that promise. I cared nothing 
about this knowledge when in carth life ; 
it did not appear necessary for the bust- 
ling, active denizens of earth. The future 
was too uncertain to occupy the thoughts, 
for how could wo reason on what was on- 
tirely unknown, In looking forward to 
death I simply looked for relief from a 
diseased body, without fear and without 
anticipations of any kind. My astonish- 
ment and delight at the sounds and sights 
of the spirit world must be experienced to 
be understood, At first I thought the mys- 
tery of dreaming would explain all, but 
when the reality was become tangible to 
me, I found myself a changod being. My 
ignorance was painful; the truth could 
not be perceived, but in trying to recollect 
my past life conscience cleared me of will- 
ful wrong doing, and gradually confasion 
became order. My thoughts opened to 
receive the blessings prepared by the great 
All Father for His helpless yct trusting 
children. The importance of this knowl- 
edge of the future cannot be over esti- 
mated. All events, all circumstances of 
earth studied in the light of futarity as- 
sume another aspect; there is the uncer- 
tainty, here the finality, The teaching of 
those spirits who devote their thoughts to 
the elevation of mankind should be studied 
as the Bible has been, as a guide to the 
uncertain wandering steps of spirits while 
encased in mortal form. A belief that 
spirits can and do communicate their 
thoughts to mortals must prove an ines- 
timable blessing to those who possess it ; 
to them the portal of death is the glorious 
opening into the true life, the restoration 
of friends once lost to sight, but now 
blessed and blessing by the powers ac- 
quired in this state of existence,—powers 
we nover dreamed of, nor can any flights 
of imagination give any idea of the glory, 
the sublimity, the enrapturing happiness, 
which awaits the conscientious, enlight- 
ened spirits, when having reached the 
haven of their hopes, they can only ex- 
claim: Glory to our heavenly Father, 
from whom all blessings flow, forever and 
ever. Oh! my fellow creatures, attend 
to these truths,—believe and obey. 
ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 


A SPIRIT WARNING. 
Editor Light in the West: 

I send you the following for publication. Dr. 
R—. of W—. called on me at my office this 
morning and in course of conversation, re- 
marked that once he believed his life had been 
saved through the warning voice of a spirit. 


| a christian side of the subject. 


As he is not a professed Spiritualist, and be-t 
ing a gentleman of high literary as wellas 
medical and surgical attainments, I asked him 
to reduce the same to writing, with which re- 
quest he willingly complied. I append a tran- 
seribed copy : 

“ In 1872 I was about to take a train from 
Goshen Indiana to Elkhart a station on the L. 
S. &M. 5. Ry, ten miles west of Goshen. Befo e 
starting I lighted a cigar (being an inveterate 
smoker) intending to take the smoking car. 
On leaving the store for the depot a voice un- 
known to me, called my name; I stopped, but 
could see no one, so started on. Again I heard 
the same voice, but upon investigation no one 
was to be seen. Onee more, I started for the car 
when a voice said Stop, I did so, and by this 
time the train had left the station, and I went 
back to the store. The train ran out about one 
mile and met with an accident, which took the 
life of every man in the smoking car. I said 
nothing about this tu any one, but in the evc- 
ning a friend of mine, Mr. Gore, asked me 
why I did not take the train saying that at 
that time he was in the shop several squares 
away, and he heard the same voice of warn- 
ing; he claiming to be a spiritual medium, 
and in communicaticn with the same spirit 
who warned me of the coming danger. But 
fearing he might be misleading me, I made in- 
quiřy of the other workmen ef whom he was 
foreman, and all avered he was in the shop at 
that time, which left no farther doubt in my 
mind of the truthfulness of his statements.” 


B. D. Evans M. D, 
Williamstown, Ohio- 


THE JEWS. 
Editor Light ru the West: 


I see in your issue of June 14th an article on | 


Judaism vs. Christianity, signed B., which has 
the right ring in it and calls for more on 
thesame subject. It has always seemed strange 
and ungrateful to me to read of the persecu- 
tion of the Jews by Christians who claim the 
Jewish Bible as a sacred revelation of the God 
that both accept and worship and who, ac- 
cording to the christian teaching, was the 
father of Jesusand brought him into this world 
through the Jewish temple and the precepts 
in that temple, and when they were His chosen 
people whom He selected for all the nations 
of the carth and guided, and over whom He 
had placed rulers of His own selection and 
sent prophets to guide them, instruct them, 
and interpert His word to them. 

If Christianity is true there certainly never 
was a more important event in this world than 
the crucifixion of Jesus, and none but the 
chosen people of the christian God and the 
Father of Jesus could have performed it in the 
line of holy sacrifice. It seems to me that 
Christians ought to be more grateful for the 
crucifixion and ought to hold the Jews in the 
highest estimation for thus giving them a 
Saviour and saving blocd. 

So far I have only been reviewing this from 
Now let us 


urn to the Jewish side. They deny all knowl- 
edge of such a wonderful person and the 
miraculous events related in christian litera- 
ture. There is a very accurate and very relin- 
ble history of these times,—in fact, two of 
them. Philo and Josephus made no mention 
in either except the interpolated passage in 
Josephus acknowledged a fraud by the best 
christian writers. King Herod who the New 
Testament says ordered the young children 
killed, in order to kill Jesus and from which 
he is said to hava miraculously escaped, died 
four years before the date of the christian era, 
when our churches, by Roman Catholic au- 
thority, say Jesus was born. Hoe was the last 
King Herod, and no such cruel order was re- 
corded by any historian and could not have 
been given or accepted. The Jews were at the 
time of the said crucifixion hereties and blas- 
phemers to the Roman government and relig- 
ion which was over themat the time, and 
of course could never have got permission 
from a Roman government to execute any one 
for heresy or blasphemy, when the govern- 
ment itself was sueh to them and they to it. 
Then again there is no Roman record of such 
a cruel act and yet the Romans kept good re- 
cords in those times and countries over which 
they appointed rulers. 

As there itsher neishJew nor Romanhs i- 
tory of such crucifixion it may be well to ques- 
tion the history we do have and also to ques- 
tion the origin of the person with such remark- 
able powers, sinee the Jewish temple had no 
record of such wonderful birth, or virgino 
among the priests in the temple, which they 
certainly would have kept as sacred if their 
God had thus manifested his will in his own 
temple among his own priests. We have no 
original scripts and do not know that Matthew 
ever wrote a word; but the gospel accord- 
ing to Matthew, written over one hundred 
years after the date of our era, and the sup- 
posed birth of Jesus, says he was a descendant 
of David through Joseph, who was not his 
father according to our churches, and this 
writer givesthe line of descent, ¿. e Luke's gos- 
pel story written by no one knows who, but 
near the same date as Matthew's, commits the 
same error of genealogy and gives an entirely 
different time of descent, not agreeing in names 
or number, but going to prove Jesus was the 
son of Joseph and not, as the churehes teach, 
of Jehovah. Similar diserepencies oceur in 
records of the crucifixion and resurrection, 
and in the wonderful miracles, only one of 
which is told by all four gospels and that 
one not alike by them,—the one of feeding the 
multitude. I do not sce how we are to estab- 
lish any of these facts without Jewish or Ro- 
man history and by records wrttten a century 
after. 

Warren UIASE. 


WHAT WAS IN THE BIBLE. 


“You attend Sunday school, do you,” inquired 
the Rev. Mr. smith of Nellie. “Then you must 
know a great deal about the bible. Now tell us 
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something nice that’s in the bible here, can 
you ?” 

“ Yeth, thir; Sis hath thome dried leaves in 
it, a pieth of Aunt Jane's weddin’ dreth a pieth 
of my dreth when I was a baby, thome hair and 
Sis’s fellow’s picture — Wheeling Registe 


MATERIALIZATION UNDER TEST CON- 
DITIONS. 
To the Editor of Light in the West: 


The incident I relate is of itself unimportant, 
but it enables me to state a late experience in 
materialization under perfect test conditions; 
so with this apology I will proceed. I hap- 
pened into the Banner of Light book-store, 
which is quite a daily thing for me to do, and 
have a pleasant and profitable chat with the peo 
ple I usually meet there. Atthe time of which 
L am speaking there were quite a number pre. 
sent, and among them were one or two of those 
that the late Bro. Hazard would call “ fraud- 
hunting ” Spiritualists and whom he said had 
no business at seances. I do not agree with 
the departed veteran on that point, for the 
discovery and proscription of fraud is a good 
thing to do. 1 must own, however, that the 
best seances that I have attended were those 
where this objectionable clement was not pre- 
sent. We all, in one sense, are fraud-hunters 
but I refer now to those who are so steadily 
looking for fraud that they are blind to facts ; 
and if they do not detect deception, they con- 
sider it fraud just the same, only they them- 
selves not smart enough to find it out. 

It is pretty well known by my pen-work 
that I have many times and in many ways 
thoroughly tested Mrs. Fairchiid’s materiali- 
zitions,and pronounced hera genuine medium. 
I have had absolute proof of human looking 
forms being produced that were actual spirit 
manifeştations, as they claimed to be, and 
could be nothing else. 

Doctor A, S. Iayward, one of the coterie 
to which I referred as meeting at the Banner 
store said to me, (and Dr. Shelhamer looking 
at me with a pleasant but rather cynical look ) 
“What do yeu think now of Mrs. Fairchild,” 
“I think her a medium of the first class.” 
* Ilave you been to examine the room she 
left?” asked the doctor, « Certainly, 'said I, 
* and the statements and insinuations of you 
*‘ prowlers around her diggings * are wholly 
without foundation net a word of truth in 
them, and the remarks said to have been 
made by the disappointed landlady, who had 
suddenly lost a good tanant,—she now denies, 
‘or says were misunderstood. I would say 
this even if I had not been there since her 
departure, for I had the privilege of testing 
her in any way I wished, and did so 
thoroughly. [know what I am talking about 
and I know both the scientific and the diction- 
ary definition of demonstration.” 

I was glad to have this opportunity of say- 
ing what I did to those people and in the pre- 
sence, also, of the sceptical clerks of this well 
known establishment, where this medium is 
not popular, hoping that what I said might 


reach the ears of those in the editorial depart- 
ment, which has not been just to this lady, 
and has refused her advertizement, as if she 
were a fraud. Ilowever, 1 am glad to say 
Mrs. Fairchild is no “under dog? asking 
compassion, for many of the best Spiritualists 
in this city attend her seances and have had 
evidence of the genuineness of her manifesta- 
tions: and her seances are so full, that I think 
the injustice of which I have spoken has been 
a benefit to her, and not an injury. I related 
to this coterie the late experience of which I 
have spoken and I think it will bear printing 
and be jnteresting to Spiritualists generally, 
so this colloqury can stand as its introduction. 

On Mrs. Fairchild’s return and her estab- 
lishment in a new place, in East Chester park, 
where for a week or two past she has been 
giving seances, all of which have been satis- 
factory, it appeared to me that she had better 
have a test seance, for her own good. I did 
not need it, for I had been satisfied; but I 
thought it would be a benefit to her. This was 
just after the Religio had printed Dean Clark's 
article reflecting upon her asa medium. He 
liad never attended one of her seances, but 
attended the empty apartment after she had 
left and enlarged upon his inferences and his 
wishes. Mrs. Fairchild approved of my sug- 
gestion and now it seems to me a brief state_ 
ment of it will notonly benefit the medium 
but this disturbing phase of materialization as 
well, by proving it to be a fact; for that is what 
we all want to be sure of. 

Mrs, Fairchild’s parlor in which she gives 
her seances is a pleasant carpeted room , the 


| furniture in it consists of chairs only excepts 


small cabinet organ where Prof. Longley fur 
nishes the music for the seances. The room 
is forty or forty-five feet long and about twelve 
feet wide. In one side are two mantle pieces 
with closed grates; on the other side are two 
doors, both opening into the hall and locked 
when a circle is formed,—we need say no more 
about them as they are in sight of all present. 
At the rear end of the room are two doors, 
opening into the back, parlor, which as yetis 
empty These two doors are locked during a 
seance, some one in the circle attending to it 
and keeping the keys. Of course there might 
be duplicate keys but when requested there is 
no objection to leaving them in the doors. 
These two doors are not visible to the persons 
in the circle because they are behind the cab- 
inet. We_call it a cabinet from custom,—it is 
simply an enclosure consisting of four sticks, 
their ends resting on the carpeted floor, cov- 
ered on the top and front sides, with a grey 
cloth, hanging over them loosely, making a 
rectangular enclosnre, about five feet by four. 
This stands about in the center of the rear 
half of the parlor about four or five feet from 
the end of the room. One can walk and see 
all around it, and all its sides are exposed and 
thus disconnected from the houses. So there 
s no chance for trap doors or clap-trap. 


The circle on this special occasion was com., 


posed of about forty persons seated in horse- 


shoe form: and extending from near one cor- 
ner of this cabinet down the side and round 
the frontend of the room, then up the man- 
teled side to Prof. Longley’s organ, which 
reached up to near the other front corner of 
the cabinet. 

As I bave said, the suggestion of test condi- 
tions pleased her and though one cannot be 
expected to thus accommodate every body and 
on every occasion, I am sure she would have 
submitted to any request of mine, Let the 
reader follow me now closely, and see if the 
test was not as absolutely perfect as could pos- 
sibly be. Two gentlemen present, who want, 
the truth as well as I do, and myself went be- 
hind the cabinet. One of them, locked one 
door and stood there guarding it, the other 
locked the other door and stood by that. I 
then parted the cnrtain of the cabinet behind, 
and examined the inside critically ; I know that 
it was empty. I then took my position on one 
side of the cabinet, leaning my arm on the 
mantel shelf, and could see all the persons in 
the room, and also my two men who were 
“ holding the fort.” The cabinet being as 
empty as my hat when my head is not in it 
and guarded, as it was, by the two men at the 
doors behind it, and my eyes open too—was 
there any way for any body to get in there? 
I can say no, with absolute certainty; so can 
any body else who believes what I so definitely 
and positively state—the cabinet absolutely 
empty, my two friends guarding the two doors, 
the medium all the time outside. At this 
point she was standing near the center of the 
circle and about five feet from the front of the 
cabinet. The well known grum voice of the 
spirit Black Hawk, from the inside of the 
empty cabinet was then heard by all, as it was 
loud and distinct, saying, “Ilow does that 
suit you, Mr. Weberdee?” I said to the per- 
sons in the circle, that I was holding the fort, 
and I hardly finished the sentence before a 
tall white-robed female form emerged from 
the front of the cabinet, went up to the me- 
dium when both together moved to thefarther 
end of the room in presence of all the circle and 
then returned to the cabinet, the spirit entering 
and leaving the medium standing outside. It 
was so perfectly unmistakable that the whole 
circle audibly manifested their satisfaction. 

Now that is what I call palpable proof of a 
materialized form, having every appearance 
of a living human being; it must have been 
a being of the other world, for mortals can- 
notbethusextemporized. I could give further 
details, but one is as good as a hundred, and 
perhaps be more easily zompreended. I will 
make no further comments; draw your own 
conclusions,—I have stated the facts in the case 


xactly. 
= y JoHN WETHERBEE. 


Boston, Maas. 


s one has said that the Panama Canal will 
be comnie] in the time allowed, because M. de 
Lesseps is ‘moving heaven and earth” to ac- 
complish that end. M. de Lesseps, would get on 
faster, though, if he would move less heaven and 

| more earth.—Independent. 
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LOVE’S RIGHT WAY. 
Ye fair married dames, who so often deplore 
That a lover once caught is a lover no more, 
Attend to my council, nor blush to be taught 
That prudence must cherish what benuty has caught. 


The bloom of your cheek, and the glance of your eye, 
Your roses and lilies, may make the men sigh ; 

But roses, and lilies, and sighs pass away, 

And passion will die as your beauties decay - 


Use the man that you wed like your fav’rite guitar— 
Though music in both, they are both apt to jar; 
How tuneful and soft from a delicate touch, 

Not handled tvo roughly, nor played on too much! 


The sparrow anu linnet will feed from your hand, 
Grow tame at your kindness, and cone at command: 
Exert with your husband the same happy skill, 

For hearts, like young birds, may be tamed at your will. 


Bo gay and good humour’d, complying and kind, 
Turn the chief of your care from your face to your mind 
Tis thus that a wife may her conquests improve, 


And Hymen shall rivet the fetters of Love. 
GARRICK, 


WILY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST. 
(Copyright Secured.) 
CHAPTER VI. 

There was one question which always per- 
plexed me, in my reading of the Bible and 
that was, the indefiniteness of the accounts of 
heaven, and I might say, alsoof hell. Heaven 
it is true, was said to be up, and hell down; 
but “up” is a very indefinite term. Then 
the descriptions in the New Testament, (the 
Old says nothing about heaven ) are so vague 
in many respects,—speaking of streets of gold 
and gates of pearl to the New Jerusalem, 
which was to hold all the elect, with many other 
absurdities, that my mind was greatly con- 
fused. The dress and occupation, also, as 
described, showed such monotony such im- 
practicability, such absurdity. I telt that under 
that regime, I would be a slave and a puppet, 
without scope or opportunity for the develop- 
ment of my own powers. I would have no 
part or lot in life except to be a mouthpiece 
of fulsome praise to God, who had so arranged 
the destiny of man, that probably more than 
one-half of the race would be damned to an 
eternal hell,—yet I was expected to stand around 
His throne and constantly ery * Holy, Holy, 
art Thou, Lord God of hosts.” 

‘Then the general resurrection and judgment 
were always a puzzle to me, and I would say 
to myself, ‘If the departed spiris can get 
along without the body until the general res- 
urrection, why not afterwards; and as this 
physical body is perishable, what do we want 
with it.” But in consulting with a learned 
Catholic, he endeavored to set me right by 
saying that ‘as it was the body that had done 
the deeds, it was necessary that it should be 
there to receive the sentence.’ ‘But the 
body is physical, and would be consumed in 
a literal hell.” His answer to this was: 


“ The bodies of the wicked will beso changed by 
God thut they will not consume, but will withstand 
the fires of hell through all eternity.” 

This was anything but comforting, and I 
thought that if I had been in heaven with such 
a God, when the angels rebelled, I would have 
been one of that number; and if there is such 


a God, the universe would in all probability 
have been better off if Lucifer had suceceded in 
overthrowing Him ; for it surely could not have 
been worse. And when I thought of the many 
dogmas, not only of the Catholic church, but 
of Calvinism [shrank within myself and said, 
“ Does an infinite tyrant govern this universe; 
and is the combined intelligence in it only to be 
used by Him as does some petty tyrant of earth 
his slaves or subjects? Can it be possible 
thut the Creator takes pleasure in the suffering 
of any human being, and that He has created 
us merely to be used as the freaks of His will 
may chance to dictate?” 

While in this state of mind, and anxiously 
praying and longing for some light on this 
all important subject, I received the following 
communication, through a mediun of very 
limited education, and certainly no knowledge 
of astronomy or any other of the sciences. It 
purports to come from Emanuel $ wedenborg, 
and is in itself a most remarkable communi- 
cation: 

« My Friend, and searcher after truth: In 
commumieating with you respecting the des- 
tiny of man, I shall endeavor according to 
the extent of my capacity, and highest percep- 
tions of truth, to give you as correct and de- 
finite a view as possible, of the all important 
subject in question, viz: the lucation, life, and 
destiny, of man in the future, and after what 
you call death. 

“« The spirit world lies between sixty and 
one hundred and twenty miles from the ter- 
restrial surface. The wholeintermediate s ace, 
including that immediately over the earth, the 
Ifabitation of mortals, is divided into seven (7 ) 
consecutive regions called spheres. The re- 


gions next the earth, the primary scene of 
men’s existence, are known as the first, or ru- 
dimental sphere: the remaining six may be dis- 
tinguished as the spiritual spheres. The six 
spiritual spheres are concentric zones, or cir- 
cles of exceedingly refined matter - eacompas- 
sing the earth like belts or girdles, and the 
distance of each from the other is regulated 
by fixed laws. 

“By this, then, you will understand they 
are not shapeless chimeras, or mere projec- 
tions of the mind, but absolute entities, as 
much so, indeed, as the planets of the solar 
system, or the globe on which you now reside. 

« They have latitudes, longitudes, and atmos- 
pheres, of peculiar vitality, whose soft and 
balmy undulating currents produce the most 
invigorating effect. 

‘Their surfaces are diversified with an im- 
mense variety of the most picturesque land- 
scapes, with lofty mountain ranges, valleys, 
rivers lakes, forests, and the internal corres- 
pondences of all the higher phenomena of na- 
ture, on your earth, The trees and shrubbery 
are covered with exquisitely beautiful foliage , 
and flowers of every color and variety give 
forth their grateful emanations. 

‘« The physical economy and arrangement of 
each sphere differs from the other,—new 


and striking scenes of granduer being pre- | 


sented to us in each, increasing in beauty and 
sublimity as they ascend. Although the spheres 
revolve with the earth on a common axis, form- 
ing the same angle with the plane of the elip- 
tic, and move with it, around the ponderable 
sun, still they are not dependent on that body 
for either light or heat,— receiving not a per- 
ceptible ray from that ponderable source, but 
receives those dispensations wholly from his 
internal or spiritual correspondence, being a 
spiritual sun, concentric with the sun of your 
earth, from that great luminary whose native 
brightness and uninterrapted splendor bafe 
description, We have therefore, no divisions 
of time, into days, weeks, months, or years, 
nor alternations of seasons, caused by the 
earth’s annual revolution, those periods be- 
ing observed only with reference to the affairs 
of earth. Although we, like you, are progress- 
ing constantly toward perfection, our ideas of 
time, and the seasons, differ widely from yours. 
With you it is time: with us it is eternity. 

“In the terrestial sphere, » man’s thoughts 
are bounded by time and space, which are 
limited but with us they are extended in pro- 
portion as we get rid of those restrictions, 
and our perceptions of the truth become more 
accurate. 

“As order isa primary object in the spheres, 
there are, of course, laws for its preservation. 
Fundamentally, these proceed, through His 
ministering angels, from the divine Law Giver, 
who commands the angelic hosts of heaven, 
and rules the inhabitants of earth, who em- 
ploys myriads of ministering angels, as the 
means of intercommunication between their 
supreme master and His creatures throughout 
the universe 

«So far as Legislative subordination sup- 
plementary to that of supreme legislation is 
required, the government of the spheres is 
republican, exercising legislative, judicial, and 
executive powers; but these functions are not 
embarrassed by the necessity of codes, indicted 
er printed, nor by that of physical coersion. 
The results of these functions are realized 
in simultaneous and homogencous opinions, 
awakened in the minds of the ruling spirits, 
as truth takes hold of the minds of mathema- 
ticians, as they read the same series of demon- 
strations. And the conclusions in which the 
chief spirits thus unanimously concert, are by 
them impressed upon their constituents, who 
thus impressed, are constitutionally unable to 
resist the sentiment, which like a magic 
spell, operates upon their sense of right, and 
overrules any rebellious passion. 

“ As in the rudimental sphere, weighing, 
measurements, or mathematical calculations, 
when demonstrated, or performed, by com- 
petent persons, are rarely disputed; so, in the 
spheres, those, in the spheres, whoare known 
to be perfectly reliable, because intuitively 
evident, in moral or legal questions, meet 
with acquiesence. It follows, therefore, that 
neither imprisonment nor fetters are requisite 
for the enforcement of moral or legal restric- 
tions. Moreover, it must be evident, that in 


the spheres wisdom, knowledge, rectitude, 
and conscientiousness, are the real vice-ger- 
ants of God,—the higher spirits acting as His 
media. 

“ We acknowledge no aristocracy, but that 
of mind and merit in our intercourse with our 
brothers of earth. 

“ When affairs of the greatest importance 
are to be transacted, we entrust them to a del- 
egation of the most advanced spirits, those 
who are best acquainted with the affairs of 
the celestial country, and of that to which they 
are accredited. 

“Our laws are meted out on the scale of 
exact justice, from whose awards there is no 
appeal, 

“ Punishments are but the natural conse- 
quences of violated law, being invariably com- 
mensurate with the offences, and have refer- 
ence to the reformation of the offender, as well 
as tọ the prevention of future erime. 

“ The political economy of the spheres has 
reference only to wealth, which, being un- 
bounded and free as air and light, can of course 
be appropriated, by cach and every member 
of society, according to his, or her capacity of 
reception, the supply being always equal to 
the demand. 

“Wealth consists, upon earth, of those ob- 
jects of human luxury,or tastes, which can only 
be acquired by means of labor and capital. 
Other things being equal, the value is gener- 
ally in proportion to the cost incurred in the 
production; but in the spheres, such objects 
existing in profusion, the supply is always 
equal to the demand, and though no less nec- 
essary than the air you breathe, like it, they 
have no marketable value. There is no one 
who has occasion to buy, ail being supplied 
from the common stock. Hence, it will ap- 
pear that we have no occasion for gold or sil- 
ver, which perish in the using, but the cur- 
rency of moral and intellectual worth, coined 
in the mint of divine love, and assayed by the 
standard of purity and truth. 

* Our bank, whose charter is eternal, and 
whose notes are never subject to fluctuation, 
and always payable on demand, is none other 
than the great Bunk of Heaven whose capital 
stock consists of an infinitude of love, mercy, 
and benevolence, and of which our Heavenly 
Father is President and Director, and in which 
his beloved children, the whole human fam- 
ily, ave share-holders. 

“ With regard to the social condition of the 
spheres, or constitutions, each is divided into 
six circles, or societies, in which kindred or 
congenial spirits are united, and subsist to- 
gether, agreeably with the law of aitinity. 
And although the members of each society 
unite as near as may be, on the same plhine, 
agreving on the most prominent moral and 
intellectual features, it will be found, on care_ 
ful analysis, that the varieties of character in 
each are almost infinite, being as numerous 
as the persons who compose the circle. 

“ Each society has teachers from those above 
and not unfrequently from the higher spheres, 
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whose province it is, to impart to us, the knowl- 
edge acquired from their instructions and ex 
periences, in the different departments of 
science, and which we in turn, transmit to 
those below. ‘nus by receiving, and impart- 
ing knowledge, our moral and intellectual 
faculties are expanded to higher conceptions, 
and more exalted views of the great Creator 
whose almighty power is ne less displayed in 
the constitution of spirit worlds, than in that 
of the countless resplendent orbs of space. 

** We do not, as many in the rudimental state 
imagine, abandon the studies which we com- 
menced on earth, which would presuppose the 
loss of our reasoning powers, and our conse- 
quent inferiority to yourselves; but on the con- 
trary, we go on, progressing in knowledge, 
and in wisdom, and shall progress throughout 
the boundless ages of eternity. 

“ You being chained down to earth, by the 
law of gravitation, are comparatively limited 
in your resources for information; but we, 
having arrived at a higher sphere of thought 
and action, and having a move extensive field 
of vision, ean soar higher, and farther, into 
the wonderful workings of that mysterious 
Being, who, owing to the intinitude of His 
perfections, must be forever in advance of us, 
his finite creatures, and to whom of cou se 
we can bear no relative proportion, 

“Our scientific researches and investigations, 
are extended to all that pertains to the phe- 
nomena of universal nature, to all the won- 
ders of the heavens, and the earth, and what- 
ever the mind of man is capable of conceiving, 
all of which exercise our faculties and form 
a considerable part of our enjoyments. 

“The noble and sublime sciences of astron- 
omy, chemistry, and mathematies engage a 
considerable portion of our attention, and af- 
ford us an inexhaustable subject for study and 
reflection. Nevertheless, there are millions 
of spirits who are not yet sufliciently advanced, 
to take any interest in those pursuits for, 
you will bear in mind, that the spheres are 
but so many departments of a great Normal 
School for the mental discipline, and develop- 
ment of the race, each of which is reached 
only by the spiral stages of progression, 
the earth being the first in the series, and the 
seventh sphere the last,—the last being pre- 
paratory to an entrance into the supernal 
heayens, 

* You will see then, that we have unlimited 
scope for the prosecution of our studies, aud 
that, whatever knowledge you fail to acquire 
in the radimental state, legitimate thereto, 
you will have to obtain in some of the degrees 
of the spiritual spheres. 

“We are not, for good and wise reasons, 
which in due time, will be fully explained to 
you, permitted to reveal «ll our knowledge 
to those below us, as the consequences of such 
a proceedure would be perilous to the happi- 
ness of all, and subversive of order. 

“The peculiar connections of parent and 
child, brother and sister, and all the minor 
ties of consanguinity, must be forever main- 
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tained, although there may be an indefinite 
interruption to the harmonious play of their 
aflinities. 

“We have no sectarian, or ecclesiastical 
feuds, no metaphysical dogmas. We derive 
much pleasure from the exercise of our talents, 
in whatever channel they may naturally run. 

“ Whenever we convene to worship God, 
in our temples, whose halls and columns beam 
with inherent, celestial light, our voices are 
blended together, in songs of praise and ador- 
ation, to the Almighty Author of our exis- 
tence, from whom all our blessings are derived. 

“Now, I have endeavored to show you, 
that we are moral, intellectual, and sensitive 
beings, instead of being, as many of you sup- 
pose, mere shadowy, and unsubstantial entities. 

“ We are possessed of delinite, tangible, and 
exquisitely symetrical forms, with well rounded 
limbs, and yet so light and elastic, that we 
can glide through the atmosphere with almost 
electric speed. The forked lightni: g may flash 
and the thunders roll, in awful reverberations 
along the vaults of heaven, and the rain de- 
scend in gushing torrents; nevertheless, by the 
mere act of volition we may stand, unharmed, 
by your side. 

“For your clearer understanding of the 
modus operandi of our intercourse with man, 
you must remember, that by our transition to 
the world of spirits, we part with our body 
only we loose none of our intelligenee by the 
transfer, but, on the contrary, become more 
and more developed in our knowledge of, and 
power over, tbe forces of nature. And al- 
though advanced spiyits are much more con- 
versant with the forces operating in nature, 
than the most intellectually developed man, 
in the form, still they do not nor can they 
ever as long as eternity rolls on understand 
the Addden sphere of cause, the operation of the 
will. That is impossible to understand: that 
is hidden in the center of the great eternal 
cause. Hence, no man can see God and live. 

“I have thus given you a general ouiline 
of the leading facts connected with the destiny 
of the race. I have endeavored to show you 
that man is a progressive being; that he pos- 
sesses a refined material organization, which, 
going with him atdeath, serves him as a media 
through which he may communicate with the 
visible world; that under certain conditions, 
this spiritual organization has the power of 
reflecting the rays of light, so as to be rend- 
ered visible to the natural eye, as are certain 
gasseous bodies. 

“I have attempted to show you, also, that 
the spirit on entering the spheres, being gov- 
erned by its affinity takes its position in that 
circle, for which it is morally, and intellect- 
ually adapted. Hence, the first sphere is the 
abode of all the most undeveloped spirits, and 
yet their advancement however slow it may 
be, is nevertheless sure; since upward and on- 
ward is the motto emblazoned on the spiritual 
banner. 

“I have endeavored to show you, also, 
that the spirit is a finite being, like man in the 
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form, therefore fallible; but as he advances in 
knowledge he grasps more of the truth and 
drops more of error. 

“I have endeavored to show you, that the 
spirit world is a connterpart of the natural 
world, and that we, no less than you, are sub- 
ject to surrounding conditions, and cireum- 
stances; that spirits of congenial minds, and 
opinions are drawn toward each other, and 
thus ‘+ like attracts like.” 

“ Now, in conclusion I will say I have tried 
to unfold to you this important truth: If a 
man die to the external world, yet shall he 
live again; which I think I have done. 

“My Friend, you will yet, in earth life, 
convince many of these glorious truths ; and 
when you come to lay down the mortal body 
you will find there is prepared for you by 
your own carth life career, a condition that 
will far transcend your most sanguine expec- 
tations. J go, but will come again. 

y EMANUEL SWEDENBORG.” 

After reading carefully the communication, 
1 said, “Now, I have something tangible — 
now | have something in accordance with 
natural law, reason and right as between God 
and his creatures. Now I have something to 
work for, -to aspire to. ‘There is, then, after 
all an ultimate destiny for every human soul, 
worthy of a beneficent God.. If I could have 
had the planning of heaven and its employ- 
ments I could not have suited myself better.’ 
That night I slept soundly, and dreamed of 
he, to me, new heaven and its glorious un- 
fuldments, Inthe next chapter will be a com- 
munication from Thos. H. Benton, former 
senator from Missouri. 


Washington, D. C. B. O.J. 


SPIRITUALISM. 
CHAPTER I. 

“Extremes meet.” Never was there an 
aphorism more clearly exemplified than this, 
in the matter of Spiritualism. One class, - 
those who have dived deepest into its myster- 
ies, investigating with a sincere intent to 
fathom its truthfulness, and have come out of 
the search confirmed in every particular, that 
it, as a seience, is as worthy of being looked 
into as Astronomy, Pneumatics, or Geology, 
and, as a solver of the problem that has dis- 
turbed the mind of man for ages, viz: “if a 
man die, shall he live again?’ it is of untold 
value,—such believing beyond the possdbility 
of doubt, are ready to sacrifice the approba- 
tion of the world, in maintainance of its truth. 
While ou the other hand the many, who have 
kept themselves in ignorance of its end and 
aim, standing off, with garments held aside, 
as though contact with it would defile them, 
hold it in great scorn—supposing that, to be a 
Spiritualist, believing in communion between 
the natu al and the spiritual world, is to be 
weak-minded and ecredulous—laying the ‘ flat- 
tering unction” to their souls that their uzbe- 
lief stamps them as superior in sagacity to the 
thousands who are able through research, and 


consequent expansion of mind, to grasp here- 
tofore hidden things, and read the scroll of 
God’s mighty works, as it is unfolded to them. 
Men, of more than ordinary inteltect and 
many of vast and scientific minds, see, in the 
continued advanee of man, in the form and 
the disembodied, to meet upon a plane of rec- 
ognition, and remembrance of former things 
(on the part of the latter), nothing more than 
a gradual revealing of nature’s laws, not be- 
fore understood, because of the darkness of 
mind consequent upon the lower, or animal 
nature of man predominating over the spir- 
itual, his eyes ‘* holden” through sensuality 
and grossness, could see nothing above that 
plane ; but now, the leaven of mind is working 
rapidly, and man, forsaking the lower cham- 
bers of his brain is moving up into the sen- 
sorium, where the light, streaming from above, 
is finding ingress, making plain the long over- 
shadowed truth belonging to the inner life, 
and ungealing for him the fountains of love 
and wisdom. 

Many ask, “of what use is Spiritualism?’ 
As well ask of what use is light. The mater- 
ialist, encased in an atmosphere of darkness, 
believing thés life to be all that man would 
ever know, finds through investigation the 
veil suddenly rent, anda vista of happiness 
beyond the grave opening up to him. Mothers, 
who have laid the rigid bodies of their cher- 
ished little ones in the silent tomb, and bid, 
as they supposed, a final farewell to them, are 
often startled into newness of life upon receiv- 
ing through the lips ofa medium, messages of 
love, and assurance of continued existence 
from the dear departed, and thousands, who 
had no fixed belief in any future condition, 
are stayed from their wanderings by its revel- 
ations, and made to rest in the knowledge of 
an ever progressive existence.of activity and 
usefulness. It severs the chains of bigotry, 
breaks the shell of exclusiveness in religion, 
opening the door for all, for it embraces the 
world-** and God said, ¢ Let there be light.” ” 
There are some who chink it presumptuous to 
seek to know anything that the churches do 
notsanction. ‘There is no law that forbids light 
God never intended man to travel, mole-like, 
in the dark. he has only to look abroad with 
searching eye to find, that what seems a mys- 
tery isareadable page, traced by the finger 
of God, himself with no prohibitory warnings 
against trespassors—-his whole domain is free 
to his children who may gather knowledge 
that will fall (manna-like), for the asking—he 
has never saidto any, who worked for, and 
sought light, wait for sanction. ‘ Seek, and 
ye shall find, knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you,” were the words of Jesus when upon 
earth, and which evidently referred to the same 
kind of light seekers now obiain. God's plan 
of unfoldmentin every department of nature, 
isa warrant of man’s capacity to unfold, also 
into loftier conditions, and assures us that there 
is nothing any more forbidden in it than is for- 
bidden to the astronomer, who only becomes 
one, after long and patient studies of the 


heavenly bodies. That knowledge of spir- 
itual things is permitted is abundantly proved 
by the acquisition of it by man without con- 
dign punishment following; he seeming to be 
lifted higher, as each new truth dawns upon 
his illuminated faculties, making clearly man- 
ifest to his now thoroughly aroused senses, 
that all he had needed in the past was the 
ike research, to have secured like results. 


Mrs. S. E. CALDWELL. 
St. Louts, Mo. 


CHIRO-PSYCHOMETRY. 


BY ROBERT ALLEN CAMPBELL. 


VIIL 


The first difference noted in hands is that they 
are right and lefé and that they are not ( except 
jn the hands ef some infants and idiots ) counter- 
parts one of the other. It is well known that no 
two faces are alike, that no single face is so per_ 
fectly balanced that one side is an exact duplicate 
of the other side. It is just as true that no two 
persons have hands alike, and just as certain that 
no pair of hands are exact duplicates. The dif- 
ferences to be found in that pair of hands which 
are most alike are neither few nor doubtful. It 
requires no expert to detect the variati ‘ns. Any 
pair of hands will exhibit marked differences, 
which will, when pointed out, be readily recog- 
nized by anyone of ordinary perception. 

Usually the hands differ in size—frequently 
differing in length and thickness, and in firmness 
and cvlor. The fingers are often—genorally—of 
different comparative lengths, and exhibit also 
other divergent peculiarities, which will be read- 
ily noticed by anyone who reads and remem- 
bers what we shall have to say about fingers 
further on. 


A very slight examination of any pair of hands 
will show that the principle lines even are not 
exactly alike in the right and left hands. A care- 
ful examination will usually show that no single 
line in one hand is exactly like its fellow in the 
other hand 


I have frequently found two persons in whom 
the right hand of one was almost likethe right 
hand of the other, and whose left hands were much 
alike; but never a person whose right and left 
hands were counterparts. 

This difference between the hands must bo care- 
fu'ly noted, and the extent and meaning of the 
variation kept constantly in mind while reading 
the person’s peculiarities. 

The left hand indexes the person’s natural 
emotions, intellectual peculiarities and physica) 
status. 


The right hand points oul the direction in 
which the individual isdeveloping, and the pro- 
gress made in the modification of the original 
possibilities into actual character. 

The Astral pilmist tells us that if the lines are 
alike fair in both hands, they show that the per- 
son resembles the father as to physical form, and 
is like the mother in mental and moral endow. 
ments. The right hand being the clearer and 
fairer, shows that theindividual resembles the 
father in physique, temper and mind; this resem- 
blance increases as the right hand is fairer and 
clearer than the left, The left hand exhibiting 
the fairer lines declares the person to be like the 
mother physically, mentally and morally, the 
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more so as the left hand is manifestly clearer 
than the right. 
DIVISIONS OF THE JAND. 


The hand, as an index of character, is made up 
of threo essential parts, the palm, the thumb and 
the fingers. Each part indexes essential founda- 
tions in the life and character. 

In speaking of the hand or any of its parts— 
palm, fingers or thamb—up means toward the 
finger tijs, and down towards the wrist. The 
first phalange of finger or thumb is the one bear- 
ing the nails ; the second phalange the one below 
the first, and the third phalango isthe one next 
to thepalın. ihe t'ird phalange ofthe thumb, 
also called the Mount of Venus, is the large 
fleshy cushion forming the “ root of the thumb” 
in the lower part ofthe p Im. The first joint, or 
knuckle, which when prominent isalso called the 
“logical knot,” is the one between the first and 
second phalanges. The second joint, also knewn 
as the “ knot of material order,” is the one be- 
tween the second and third phalanges. 

The pakn indexes the physical peculiarities of 
strength, endurance, activity and temperament. 
It is, also, to a great extent, a bulletin of health, 
past and present; and hence, to some extent, 
suggests the future in this respect—I say suggests 
—not predicts The palm shows the animal appe- 
tite and inclinations ; theinstinctive desires, attin- 
ities and repulsions. 

As the palm is large, in proportion to the fin- 
gers, it shows that the animal propensities domi- 
nat over the ideal—the sensuous over the spirit- 
ual.. Asthe palm is hard or horny it inerea es 
this indication. As the palm is smaller than fair 
proportion, it shows lack of muscular strength 
As ibis soft it indexes lack of endurance. As the 
skin is warm [not hot], dry and delicate, it tells 
of impressionability, 

The thick palm shows muscular weight and 
strength ; the broad palm indexes endurance. 

In general terms the lower part of the palm 
shows the sensuous lendencies; the middle pars 
indexes the brain and nerve power, and the up- 
per part shows the force and character of the 
emotions. This part of the subject will be fully 
discussed in subsequent paragraphs, 

Theideal palm is fairinsize. Lt is well rounded 
trim, firmly elastic, clearly and evenly col. 
orod, moderately warm and dry. The skin is soft, 
flexible, smooth, but not glossy To vho touch it 
is delicate, inviting and clinging. Such a palm 
shows strength, health, activity, endurance and 
intelligence. 

{ To be Continued.) 


Let no knowledge satisfy but that w hich lif s 
above the world, which weans fromthe world 
which makes the world a fo.tstool.—Spurgeon. 


For Light in the West, 
ASSERTIONS NEVER CREATE TRUTHS. 
“The very sun that shines to warm you 
Declares the Bible is true.’??—Mrs. N—., M.D. 

The sun does not shine to warm us or to warm 
the earth, or to warm anything ; it simply shines 
because it must do so. Its rays are scattered just 
as lavishly on ‘‘empty space” as upon earths, 
moons and worlds. We are here because the sun 
shines. It gives life, heat and light to earth and 
its productions area mere matter of necessity. If 
l accidentally tread upon a spider as it is ready 
to seize a fly, should the fly feel gratitude to 
me? We can enjoy the goods nature gives, but | 


they are not purposely designed for us. 


We are brought into being and formed by 
evolution, in accordance with our environments. 
and hence we fit in with most of our surround- 
ings. But if we chance to be in the path of fire, 
flood, cyclone or earthquake, not one of the ele- 
ments—not one of al] the powers in the universe 
heeds our danger mero than if we were a clod or 
a stone. 

Not one fact in all nature -not one incident in 
the lives of all who have ever lived, declures that 
the Bible is true or thata God ever existed. Man 
makes hs Gods and Bible, and then makes laws 
declaring man shall believe in them; but behef 
not being a matter of will is not controllable. 
We may compel a man to say he believes, but 
we cannot force him to do so O ly evidence 
will do this—and all tho evidence of all the ages 
has } roved the Bible to boa man made book, and 
one that cont ins more falsehood, more of impos- 
sibi ity, and more of degradation, than any other 
volume that has come down from ancient crud 
ities. It is sv completely outgrown that new 
meanings must be put into all its principle pas- 
sagos and what cannot be smoothed over is,ig- 
nored. Practice ils precepts only one day and 
ere night you will be inca'cerated in a jail or a 
lunatic asylum. 

Both the Old and the New Testaments are full 
of dogmatic tyranny inkpproprite to the age. 
The one command of "Doctor Jesus,” to bring his 
enemies before Him and slay them is enough to 
condemn himas completely asany ge ever done 
by the Ozar of all the Russians. 

Away then with Gods, Bibles and “aviours. 
Take the world as ıt is and work for human good 
and human happiness here and now. For this 
is the day of our salvation. 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER 
Snowville, Va. 


THE TEMPLE OF HUMAN CHARBRITY. 
FROM THE SPHERE OF JOIN WESLEY. 

{ Lecture delivered in Chicago, June 13 by Mrs. Cora L. 
V. Richmond ; from the Weekly Discourse. J 

“ Charity suffereth long. and is kind.” 

“Charity vaunteth not itself, is not pufied 
up, is not easily prevuked, and thinketh no 
evil.” 

And Paul said: “And now abideth Faith, 
Hope ard Charity, but chiefest of these is 
Charity.” 

Of the multitude who fullow after spiritual 
things, many seem to covet earnesily the best 
gifts, those who seek for the gift of inspiration, 
the gift of prophecy, the gift of the working of 
miracles, the gift of languages, and the inter- 
pretation of language. But how many are 
there who measure the fact, that greater than 
all these gifts, and beyond all these powers, 
this divine and perfect light of charity reigns 
supreme, is the one celestisl flowerin the gar- 
den of Paradise, unto which the soul must turn 
for its ever living and ever perfect fruits. 

But there are those vho Bay: t“ have we not 
all charity ?” Latest and divinest as is this 
gift, it is most searching in its requirement ; 
it is indeed that urto which no son! can attain, 
in human expression, until every portion of 
selfishness 1s eliminated, every form of hatred 
and striving, and all conditions that are ad- 
verse to other human lives. In that divine es- 
tate where abide the angels of the highest or- 


der, where unto souls are summoned when 
they have passed through earthly life, and have 
given the full measure of blessedness and 
inwhich the one who addresses you now was 
permitted to gaze, and of all who passed from 
buman sight, who entered through the gate- 
way of death, as it is called: into the region of 
ligat, how many there were who were ad- 
mitted to the chosen temple where charity 
abides, you will be enabled to perceive, ere this 


discourse is finished. 
There are those who suppose in mortal life 


that charity is alms-givirg. Christ'an lands 
have endowed institutions, and these receive 
large sums of money to support them ; Orphan 
Asylums, Houses of Refuge, places for the 
poor and infirm, Blind Asylums, Hospitals for 
those who are sick, and it is believed that con- 
stitutes the meuneure of charity; but in the 
definition which we quote, “ though J eel! all 
I have and give to the poor, ard have not 
charity, I am nothing,” it is so stated ; the gift 
of alms, the mere benevolence or generosity 


charty, cables you to quell your conscience by 


giving gold, does nut constitute charity, while 
it is verfeetly crue, that if there were absolute 
charity in Christian lands, there would be no 
paupers, none who would feel themselves 
orphans, no outcasts, none who were destitute. 


‘The eources of these conditions are found, not 


in the absense of philanthropy, or benevolence 
but in the absence of that abiding christian 
charity, which constitutes the very soul and 
secret source of all religion. 


But the man of the world guys, “Ido not 
wish to be charitable to the unworthy, I donot 
wish to be charitable to the murderer, thief 
and outlaw ; I have no desire to be charitable 
tothe sinful, to those who are violating the 
laws of the land, whose hands are uplifted 
against mankind.’ ‘Then you are perfect, are 
you; have no faults nor flaws in your own 
moral nature, no blemishes, which you wish to 
have overlooked, none indeed which you wish 
shielded from the eyes of others? “No” you 


| answer, “Iam net perfect, I wish to take the 


blame for my faults, F want ro one’s charity.” 
Ah! tben you are all-sufticient, then you can 
live in the world, ean you, without the asso- 
ciation of human sympathy, you believe 
yourself to be adequate and all-suffieient unto, 
yourself? There will come a time when 
all this is false, when the mask is tern aside 
from daily life, the bar of the individual con- 
science, the life is weighed, when some fault 
gains possession of you, and you yield to 
temptation, and know that you are not strong 
enough to resist it, then if the full measure of 
tuman reprobation was visited upon you, if 
that which you mete out to others, were in 
turn meted out to you, would you command 
the respect of your fellowman, would you keep 
the place and position in society that you now 
do, would not that fault, if found out and 
carefully judged as you judge others, would 
not that in itself, if fally measured, drive you 
away from the products of your hopes, your 
aspirations, your social position and even your’ 
family ; is it not concealme?tt, sometimes, that 
screens you, while it is lack of concealment 
that falls to screen the one whom you judge? 
The finding out of mwisdoing constitutes the 
chiefest offense. The malefactor who is 
brought before the bar of human justice, is the 
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one whom you condemn, while the secret fault, 
if it were known, that whien lurks in the cor- 
ners of every human life, that which cannot be 
exposed because of position, that which ac- 
cording to knowledge, and moral opportunity 
is more reprehensible’ This you do not men- 
tion and do not blame. 

Nay ! the voice and mandate of charity, has 
a meaning peculiarly its owr, it bas an exist- 
ence, which can no more be defined, than the 
fragrance of the flower, of the subtie bloom of 
the lilv or the rose; like the incense that falls 
frum the charmed chalice of the snowy lily, it 
hag in its divine essence and possession, a gift, 
greater than the gift of genius, it attests itself 
and manifests its presence and power. It has 
no ostentatious covering; it is not something 
that can be drawn on one like the mantle of 
earthly splendor ; it is not something of which 
you can boast, nor is it anything that the 
worldly minded can appreciate or can attain, 
yet of all the virtues, it is denomincted the 
greatest, of the three graces, the chiefest, and 
that which constitutes the highest exaltation 
in the greatest minds, the divinest possession. 

“ But for the Grace of God, there goes John 
Bunyan,” was said by that man, when he saw 
a crimifal condemned to the felon’s cell and to 
the gallows, Wilberforce, never saw one of 
these unfortunates, but what there came to his 
mind and heart, but for some power beyond 
his own werit,it may have been himself who 
was there. And the greatest minds, the divin- 
est teachers, the exemplars of mankind, those 
whom you follow after, with eager footsteps 
and loving, anxious hearts, are those who cen- 
sure not their fellows, and view with charity 
the shortcomings of others. The fault that 
you most fear in yourself, you are most severe 
in denouncing ın others ; that which you feel 
might be your own temptation is, possibly, 
the one which you cordemn in your brother. 
For if you are beyond temptation, can you not 
aiftord to uplift and strengthen him who is sub- 
ject to it, can you not afford, instead of sitting 
in judgment upen him, to be his shield, his 
arın of strength in overcoming his error? If 
you can walk upright, do you hesitate to as- 
sist the lame man to walk, if you can see with 
both eyes, truthfully and correctly, the light 
of day, and the way that you sheuld tread, do 
you falter in assisting the blind man, or show- 
ing the feeble in sight the way ; if you are full 
ofthe vigor and strength of manhood and 
womanhood, do you hesitate in aiding the 
crippled, deformed and imperfect in their 
pathway? (To BE CONTINUED.) 

———EEEee 


BCOK AND OTHER NOTICES. 


WEEKLY OR SEMIMONTIILY. 


That's the question. We could dish out to 
our readers pages of letters of encouragement 
of different kinds from time to time, but why 
do this? We do not feel at liberty to use 
private letters and names in a public way for 
our personal benefit. We receive all such with 
the kindest feelings of gratitude, while we as- 
sure all that we are inspired therefrom to give 
more and more ‘“ LIGHT IN THE West.” All 
say they will cheerfully pay more for the paper 
and some, that they would rather pay. two dol- 
lara to have it a weekly than one dollar for it, 
a semi-monthly. Only one person has yet writ- 


ten to us opposing it and his reason is that 
there is more in it now than I can get read.” 
Some write that they will send on the increased 
subscription and others that they will sub- 
scribe for ita weekly, and send on clubs and 
the money as soon as they know the price it 
will be, etc. Iu answer to all these questions 
and anticipations, we here announce that 
Light in ruk West willbe changed to a 
WEEKLY 

with tbe present issue of July Ist., and that it 
will remain at the low price of ONE DOLLAR 
PER YEAR to all subscribers who have paid in 
advance or who may subscribe and pay before 
the Firrt day of September next. We hope and 
expect even then to be able to continue at the 


same price but if not, the price will be raised | 


only to new subscribers who come on our 
books after that time. It is so much frouble to 
keep and collect a running account that we 
are obliged to say that for subscriptions not 
paid in advance there will be due us and we will 
charge at the rate of ¢7vo dollarsper annum for 
the paper. Those who would prefer it this 
way can orderitsv. From the price we charge, 
Spiritualists may readily see that the paper is 
largely their own. Surely we are not growing 
tich off them. Avarice is not the chief corner 
stone of the structure we are building. ‘There 
is perhaps no class of papers carrying on their 


work with a less anticipation of ‘‘ much gain,’ | 


than are those devoted co Spiritualism. Now 
is the time for our friends to work, especially 
in the congregations that are to assemble in 
the coming two months at Camp meetings, 
watering places and other summer resorts. 


WARREN CHASE. 


A few days ago this well-known veteran in | 


the cause of Spiritualism honored the office of 
Ligut IN THE Wear with a visit. His words 
were encouraging and his presence cheering. 
In the course of ordinary human life it vould 
seem that his period is nearly spent and yet he 
thinks correctly. with energy, and speaks with 
power tothe point. He has learned how, when 
and what to eat and drink so as to preserve his 
health. Ile came walking into the office with 
a bunch of water lilies in his hand. He en- 
joyed them, while the little girl on the street 
wus made glad by the nicke! he had given her 
for them. His habits of life are simple. He 
lives near to nature. He says, “I have children, 


grand children and great grand children, none | 


of whom belong to church, swear, drink or use 


tobacco; how will that do fora following ?” As | 


we looked at the man we thought, ** thisis what 
Spiritualism has done for Warren Chase ;”’ then 
when we heard him tell of the things acvom- 
plished in his life work we thought “ this is 
what Warren Chase has done with Spiritual- 
ism.” He ia now writing what he says will be 
his lust book, but we think from all appearances 
he might be on earth long enough to write 
several yet,—any way, we wish he would. In 
this connection we will mention Mr. Chase’s 
book but recently published by Messrs. Colby 
and Rich, Boston entitled— 
ESSENCE AND SUBSTANCE : 

A treatise on organic and inorganic matter : the 

finite and infinite: transient and eternal life. 


The author says in Preface, 
In presenting this little work to the public, T do not claim 
any discovery, for! am aware that other speakers aud writers 
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have given to the public in various fragmentary utterances 
most, if not all, of the views expressed herein; but I do it 
more tu leave my testimony in a permanent form since my 
lectures, not having been written, and seldom reported, are 
rarely to ba seen in print; aud as I am nearly through wy 
earthly pilgrimage, 1 leave this a legacy of belief to my many 
friends. 


Ile commences chapter I. withthe proposi- 


| tion, “thut whatever has one end must neces- 


sarily have two, whether measured in space or 
time, distance or duration. I shall adhere 
strictly to this as law throngbout this treatise.” 
This will at one glance give a good view of the 
stand point of the writer; and the field over 
which his mind travels may be comprehended 
when he says in second chapter, * The uni- 
verse consists of two distinct ingredients, which 
1 call Essence and Sunstance or Minpand Mar- 
It would take a page of print to give 
this work a fair review and we can not spare 
the space. Why should we, however review a 
work of this author. He is known wherever 
Spiritualism is known. It is enough to say he 
has written a book on Essence and Substance, 
which gives in a condensed form his teaching 
on this subject for a lifetime, and with intense 
earnestness of purpose, knowing that it is one 
of his last great talks with mankind in earth- 
life. The work is 126 pages, good ' plain print, 
neatly bound in cloth. 


THE ST. LOUIS MAGAZINE. 

“A prophet is not without honor save in his own 
country.’? So it might be suid of our worthy 
neighbor published by the St. Louis Magazine 
Co,, at 213 N. Bighth St., Alexander De Menil, 
Evitor, T. J. Gilmore, Manager. If we were not 
jealous and lived in some other city we would call 
it the cheapest monthly magazine in the world, es- 
pecially when we would receive the July number 
now on our table, and commence to take in ths 
good things so neatly prepared in its sixty-two 
pages, ‘There are many excellent articles, in- 
structive and interesting for summer reading. 
This July No. commences with, * George Elliot 
asa Woman ” by Julia A Flisch. ** In Search of 
a Mission’? by Helen Luqueer. * The Daughter of 
His Friend” by Esmeralda Boyle. * Topics of 
To-day ” by varlous writers, ‘Literary Chats” 
by the Editor, ‘* Modern Martyrdom by Fannie 
Frances. There is abeautiful poem on‘ The Song 
of the Swallow” by Dr. N. M. Baskett. Then 
there are poems and short articles by every body. 
Send, then, tifteen cents for the July number and 
you will not rest easy till you send us $1.75, and 
get both itand LIGHT IN THE WEST for a year, 


MUCCA SCOBB, 
or Threads of Prehistoric und Present History 
Concentrated, by J. M. Kelly, Ouk Bar, Cala., 
is a work of 150 pages, nently printed and sold 
at 75 cents. If you tell him it is fiction, he 
gays, “it is built upon truth.” If you tell him 
jt is falsehood, he will tell you the little story 
of the Indian telling the lie for a bottle of 
whiskey. Then the ‘author goes on with his 
story. The book ought to be seittered along 


| the sea shore and at all the watering places, 


and all hunters and fishers should bave it and 
all who have time to lie under a tree these hot 
days and read; for seriously, the; editor who 
prepares reading matter for readers of Licur 
IN THE West has not time. Ifthe author wil, 
tell us what kind of a spirit possessed him 
when he wrote that wonderful book, we will 
be pleased. 


e 
DIRECTORY COLUMN. 


THE MATHMATICAL GEM 


Is a book of new rules and methods in men- 
tal or practical Arithmetic by the aid of which 
computation is accomplished with almost light- 
hing rapidity. All businers people have ways 


of mental calculation that set aside school 
taught rules, and here is a book with rulea 


for written or mental calculation that makes 
truly lightning speed. 

Understanding the old books or rules aids one 
all the more in comprehending and adopting 
this one in use to every day business. It isa 
very neat little book, worth ten tims ethe mone 
it costs,—75 cents. Address $. ©. Danforth, 
Watson, Atchison Co, Mo. 


THE SECOND ANNUAL MEDIUMS CAMP- 
MEETING. 

Season opens Sunday, August lst, and closes 
Tuesday August 31st Rindge, N. H. Speakers 
engaged for the season are Mrs. Abby N. Burn- 
ham, Geo. A. Fuller, Dr. H. B. Storer, N. S 
Greenleaf, Dr. James A. Bliss, Mrs. Almon 
Booth, and others. Lecture or conference 
meetings held every day during the entire 
season. Trance, healing and test mediuma will 
be upon the grounds, and can be consulted at 
any hour. Physical, slate-writing and materi- 
alizing mediums expected and heartily wel- 
comed by the management. The meetings will 
be under the charge of Geo. A. Fulier, for 
many years the popular President of Sunapee 
Lake Camp-Meeting. The Rindge Mecicinal 
Spring, a cold, bubbling stream of the purest 
water, acting like magic on the afilicted, is free 
to all. Grand Opening Day, Sunday, July 4 
1886. Grand Celebration, Monday, July 5, 1886, 

(Dr. James A. Bliss. 


Committee; j Sam’! 5. Goodwin. 
l Nelson Woodbury- 


TEMPORARY SUSPFNSION. 

The “N. D. C. Axe ahd True Key Stone” pub- 
lished at Boston, by brother James À. Bliss, “tem- 
porarily suspends publication during the summer 
months. [twill next appear in September, enlarged 
to six and if possible, ofght pagres.?? 


Third Annual Camp-Meeting 


OF THLE 


Lookout Mountain Camp-Meeting Association of Spiritualists 


Will be Held on Lookout Mt, near Chattanooga. Tenn. 
AUGUST 1st to 3th, 1886. 


These camp-grounds areowned by the Asso- 


ciation and are admirably located for the pur- | 


pose in the midst of the Finest Scenery in the 
States. Asa Health Resort this Mountain is 
Famous! The temperature during the whole 
summer is cool and pleasant. ample Hotel 
Accomodation is provided on the greunds and 
other parts of the mountain. A Mountain 
tailroad will convey passengers up the moun- 
tain, making frequent trips from Chattanooga, 
so that all who desire can easily stop at hotels 
in the city ard daily attend the meeting. 
Two Carriage Roads up the Mountain attord 
pleasant drives for tourists aud others who 
desire to see the grand scenery along ihe 
ascent. From tbe summit will break forth a 
kaleidoscopic view, which will almost ingpire 
the beholder that he has become a dweller in 
the realms of spirit. On the mountain the vis- 
itorg wil] find points of interest for many day’s 
excursions. Added to all this,there will be Daily 
Spiritual Meetings. ‘here bave been engaged 
several noted speakers and mediums for the 
platform exercises. All mediums are invited, 
and will be given ample opportunity to hold 
private seances and receive sitters. REDUCED 
RAILROAD RATES Will be effected from all parts 
of the United States, giving a reduced return 
ticket to all who, previous to starting, obtain 
proper blanks from G. W. Kates, Secretory, 
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Atlanta, Ga. Address him at an early date 
Previous to the meeting, Address Stoops & 
Brown, Lookout Mountain, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
for hotel rates and accomodations. Tenting 
Space will be Given Free to any who will 
bring their own tents. For further particulars, 
address the Secretary. 
G. W. Kares SECY 
Atlanta, Ga. 


P. R. ALBERTS. Pres. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


——-. 
A SUBSTANTIAL GOOD WISII. 


Eviror Licut INTHE We-r: Dear Sir,-- Please 
insert the following notice in your columns, to 
wit: From June lirst to September first, I will 
answer all letters of a business ct.aracter addressed 
to me free of charge, when accompanied with 
a receipt from you to them for one years suberip- 
tion to Liaar in THE West, dated after May 15 
and three stamps. Ido this toshow my appre- 
ciation of your journal aril trust that all friends 
of our cause whom F can assist will take advan- 
tage of this offer. Yours Respectfully, 

i Mary M. McGINDLEY, 

Clairvoyant and Business Medium. 
Mandan, Dakota May 6, 1886. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Weinvite attention to our Jan. 15 issue; in which 
it may be seen that we purchased, paid for and 
absorbed the only spiritualistic journal in the 
city or ia this region and thereby harmonized 
with our own work the good will, not only of 
that elder paper, but of its supporters, who, with- 
out exception express themselves as being 
entirely pleased. 

TERMS. 

Again we must refer to terms and say that the 
subscription price will remain until September 
Ist at One Dollar per year in advance but we 
will not send the paper to any person without 
payment in advance unless with a distinet under- 
standing as to terms of payment.—$2.00 if not in 
advance and we will not send it longer than the 
time paid for unless requested todo so at the 
above rates. The date with the uddress on the 
wrapper shows the susberiber when t'e time paid 
for is to expire. 

SPECIMEN COPIES. 

We will send a specimen copy to any one and 
will take it as a favor to have lists of names with 
addresses sentto us. Any person so receiving 
the paper will please accept itas an invitation to 
send along the dollar and try us a year. 

. CLUB RATES. 

We are asked about this and here again we 
respond and say that to any one who sends us 
seven dollars and fifty cents for ten subscribers 
we will credit that person with one copy free, 
one year, as club agent. ‘Ihere are hundreds of 
circles in which a person with a little effort could 
secure the required number of names in an 
evening. Who will try ? Send us the names you 
want specimen copies sent to and we will help 
you. Nowsincethe paper is to be a weekly, there 
is no paper that offers such inducements and for 
which subscriptions can be had redily. 

From this time on the paper will be printed so 
as to reach most of our subscribers in the large 
cities by each Saturday morning mail. Any who 
do not get their paper regularly will do usa favor 
by writing us a leiter or a postal card at once, 
stating what is wanted. 


WHO WILL HELP US. 
We will send Ligur in tie WEST, TARER 
MONTHS to any person who will send us the 
names and addresses of FIFTY persons who are 
Spiritualists, so that we may address and mail 


them sample copies. 


ANG COLTON, conte „Editor and Publisher 
A fortnightly journal devoted to the Philosophy of 

Spirituvism, Liberaliem and the Progress of Humanity. 
The Rostrum will be supplied to subscribers at the fol- 

lowing rates: 

1 year $1.00— 6 months 50 cents. ——3 months, 2h cents 
All money orders anid remittances must be made puya- 


ble to A. ©. COTTON, Vineland, N. J. 
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This column will be prominent and kept near ta 
reading matter for purpose of making it a READY 
REFERENCE where persons can have their Name 
Address and short notice of business. Each 
Card will have space of one-half inch uniformly 
set in small type with the name only displayed. 
Rates: One-ħalf inch inserted one time for #1 50 
six times $6 00, 12 times $10 00. one year $1500 
payable monthly or quarterly in advanee. 

Address or send draft on St. Louis, New York oi 
Postal Note, Post Offce order, or small amounts ir 
Registered letter. 

L’GHT IN THE WEST, 


314 Chestnut Street, - = - - -=*= St. Louis Mo. 


Campbell, R.A. 418} olivest. Teacher and 
practitioner of Psychic Healing and Palmistry. Office hours 
1.to 3 P.M, Consultation free. Correspondence solicited 
Cordin gle y, Geo. V, independent Slate Writer, 
holds daily and nightly seances at his home, 1604 Pine St,; 
also teaches develloping classes every day and evening, 


Hostetter, Thos. No. 2125 Olive St. St. Loui 
Mo. Magnetic, Treats diseases with great success, using no 
medicine.—see advertisement in this paper, 

MeGindley,Mrs.M. L. Mandan, D, T. 
Clairvoyant and Business Medium, Six questions answered 
for $1. Life Horoscope sent for $2. satisfaction guaranteed 

Mellon, John S. 710 olive strect., St. Lonis, 
has for sale lauds in Missouri, Arkansas and Texas. Also 
agent for the St. Louis Wire Steam Washer 


Thayer, Mrs. M. B. 323 west 34th st., New 
York City. Seance every Thursday eve. Manifestation of 
flowers. Independant Slate Writing. 


Thoma S, Dr. R. M. Cardington, Ohio, Manufac- 
turer of Electro Magnetic Battery and Supporter combined, 
for cither sex Prices $10 & $12. See ad. in this paper, 


FREE FOR ONE MONTH 
TO INVALIDS meattent™etan4 oa. 


Send six cents for particulars to the wonderful healer of 
chronic diseases, 


Dr. FRANKLIN WRAY, 


The Enbex. 


IF Recognized in this country and in Europe, by ortho- 
dox and unorthodox thinkers, as the ablest free 
thought journal in the United States ~<} 


Published every week at 44 Boylston street, Boston, Mass. 
Enitors: WM.J. POTIER, B. F. UNDERWOOD. 


The INDEX aims to present the best thought of the day 
on subjects relating to human welfare It is the foe of 
superstition and the advocate of the Religion of Reason 
and humanity. It discusses live issues, and treats every 
subject from the modern liberal point of view and inthe 
light aflurded by the latest research and best +cholar- 
ship, with directness and fearless independence, yet 
with con tesy to every cla gofearn stseekers after truth. 
the Inpex gives every weck from radical writers of 
acknowledged abil ty articles which attract attention in 
hurope as well as America. The innex takes note if 
all movements and occurances of the day, of general in- 
terest to radical thinkers, a: d aims to keep its readers 
informed in regard to all events that bear on the world- 
wide struggle between reason and science on the one 
hand anıl antiquated authority and superstition on the 
other During B. F. Underwood's lecture trips, letters 
will be published from him every week, giving the results 
of his observation and experience in regard to the condi- 
tion and progress of liberal thought in various parts of 
the country, 
A\l who wish a first-class radical free thought journal 
V£ that is sbreast of the times, thatis independent and 
fearles-. yet free from personalities, that critieises theo- 
ries and systems boldly, yet endeavors te bring out what- 
ever is true iid good in them, that advocates the total 
Separation of Church and State, and equal ard exact jus- 
tice for all, irrespective of religioua belief, and aims to 
furnish an answer from week to week to the oft-repeated 
question, ** What will you give in the place of Christ- 
lantty °? are respectfully reque-fed to give the INDEX 
their patronage. 
Termi Ie a wre Ws, $3 00 per annin. 
To trial subseribers,...... 1.00 for 6 months. 
Sample copies sent gratis. 
Address and make all orders payable to 
B. F. UNDERWOOD, 


44 Boylston street, - - - - Boston, Mass. 


Andrew, Town. 


2 14 
OUR CLUB LIST. 


We will send Lignr in THe West and any 
of the following publications one year at the 
price opposite each. 


Banner of Light........ oae .$ 3-25 
~ Freethinker’s Magazine..sesrseseees cas, DO 
ING MID: «Gye. XO, cane mae aa a gen 
Religio-Philosophical Journal... 3.00 
Saint Louis Magazine............. Be cee = 150 
Spiritual Offering . 8.00 
St. Nicholas........ wea tee a= "er see 3.00 
Phe Beacon Light.cc.cieeccccnecceseee, 2.50 
The Century........essrreeerererereseeeresee: ee 4.00 
The Gnostic.......---seeeee SOB EEL Hocus Ics ENI 
The Golden Gate. Rone oT 2.50 
The Now Thought... ........-sssceeeeceeteees 2.00 
Mone Rostclin A Lohan . 1.50 
The South’n Cult'r & Dixie Farmer..... 1.50 
The Watch man......ceceeeeee eet: @ LEO 
The Whip... esseerrereesestaearsearee a 2 
The Word....sesssssrssnessseseerenererserereet ba 120 
THE GOLDEN GATE. 
A large eight-page Weekly Paper, “Devoted 


to the elevation of I umanity in this life, and a 
search for the evidences of life beyond.” J. J. 
Owen, Editor and Manager. Mrs. MATTIE P. 
Owen, Assistant, San Francisco, Cal. Terms— 
$2.50 per annum. Send for simple copies. 


BANNER OF LIGHT. 


The oldest journal in the world devoted to the 
SPIRII UAL PHILOSOPHY. 
Issued weekly at Bosworth Street (form- 

erly Monteo mery Place), Boston, Mass. 

'OLBY and RICH, 
PUBLISHERS & PROPRIETORS. 
Isaac B. Rich, Bus. Ma’e'r, Luther Colby, Ed'r, John W. Day, Ass't Ed'r. 
Aided by alarge corps of able writers. 

Tie Dawner is a first class Family Newspaper 
of sigut PAGES—containing FORTY COLUMNS OF 
INTERESTING & INSTRUCTIVE READING-embracing 
A LITERARY DEPARTMENT, KEPORTS OF SPIRITUAL 
LECTURES, ORLGINAL Essays-Upon Spiritual, Phil 
osophical and Scientific Subjects. EDITORIAL DE- 
PARTMENT, SPIRIT-MESSAGE DEPARMENT, and CON- 
TRIBU TIONS by the most talented writers in the 
world, ete., ete. 

Terms of Subscipticn. in Advance. 
Per Year. = = - $3.00 

Six Months, - - - 1.50 

3 Months, i - - 15 
Postage Free 

Advertisements published at twenty cents per 
line for the first, and fifteen cents per line for each 
subsequent insertion. 

Subscriptions discontinued at the expiration of 
the time paid for. 

LE Specimen copies sent free. 


z LBY AND RICH ; 
Publish and keep tor sale at Wholesale and Retail 


a complate sale assortment of Spiri ual, Progress- 
ve, Reformatory and Miscelancous Books. 


== Southern Trade Gazette, 


Devoted to the Business Welfare of the South. 


SUS ON [tL Gielen ies o .-$1 00 per Year. 
WAS E RUBEL se. ce sy cee eee ee see tmang President. 
AAS er MRE! 0.0. cy cesses < e Secretary and Treasurer. 


CHAS. H. SMITH „EDITOR. 


Address all communications to 


Gazette Pub. Co., --- Louisville, Ky. 
THE ALTRUIST. 


Is a monthly paper, partly in Phonetic spelling, 
and devoted to common property, united labor, 
Community homes. and equal rights toall, 50cts. 
a year ; specimen copies free. Address A. Lonc- 
Ley, Editor, Sulphur Springs, Mo. 


LIGHT IN THE WEST. 


SPIRITUALISTIC, 
The Olive Branch. 


A monthly. 20 pages, devoted to the cause 
of Spiritualism and its Philosophy. 
si OO Per Yenr. 
Published by D. Jones, 


49 Rutger St. - - - - Utica, N. Y. 
THE NEW THOUGHT. 


A vigorous +-page journ 1, devoted to Spiritualism, 
General Religious and Political Keform. Published 
every cuturday by MOSES HULL CO. 
at DES MOINES, le. the gan of the Mississippi 
Valley As ociation of Spirit alists. 

Terms of Suhsciption: 
One year... .. $1.60 | Three mouths 
six months .76 | Single numbers ........ 5 

The New Thought will be sent to new subscribers on 
trial three months. for 25 cents—a sum whieh barely 
covers the price of blank paper and press- work. 

Address all communications 10 

Mioses ExXull & Coa, 
DES MOINES; IOW A. 
Í rE TT 


THE WATCHMAN. 


An8-pag Monthy Journal, devoted to theinter- 
rests of il umanity and Spiritualism. 
Also, a Mouth-)jece of be American and East 
ern Cong ess in Spirit Life. 
WATCIEAN, pirit Editor. 
Published by Boston Star & C escent Co., 1090 Central Park 
Ave’ Millard Postal ~iation, Chicago, Ilinois. 


Hattie» Berry Kditress & mg'r, Authur B.~hedd, As't Ms’r, 
Terms of Subscription, in Advance, 

One year $1.00 | 6 months $0. 50 

Clubs of 10 8:00 | tingle copies LO) 


Sample copies free: 
U. 8: Postage tamps will be received for fractional parts 
ofa dollar: (ls & 2s preferred): 
OS Remit by P:0: rder, drawn on Chicago, Ui, or by 
Registered letter: yF payable to 
Hattie A. Berry, Editress and Manager: 
a ES 


Pheenix Book and Stationery Co. 


Formerly at 703 Olive street, now at 425 Locust street N. 
E. corner 7th street, st. Louis. 


A large and complete assortment of New and Old Books ,rare 
and scarce Works A tine stock of Stationery, Writing papers 
Envelopes and Blank Books ete., Perfodicals and Papers, 
Spiritual and Scientitic Literature a specialty. 


HELPS TO LITERATURE STUDY. 


1. Outline -tudies in Holmes, Bryant, Whittier, their 
Poems., 32 pages. 10 cents. 


2. Outline Studies in the « cetry and Prose of James 
Russell Lowell, +1 pages. 10 cents. 

3. Ten neut Novels. Suggestions for Clubs and Private 
Reading 23 pages. 10 cents. 


4. Sclections from Kobert browntng and others for Chil- 
dien, Fenchers and Parents. 62 pages. 20 cents. 
5. Unity Clubs. Suggestions for the formation of tudy 
Classes in literature, 21 pages. 6 cents, 
The Five Pamphlets, post-paid, 50 cents. Address 
CHanLes M. Keun & Co., 175 Wearboin St., Chicago. 


ST. LOUIS PATENT 


Artesian Well Machine Co. 


Office: 818 Pine st., St. Louis. 


Minufaciurers of the Celebrated 


VICTOR 
WELL 
. AUGER 


Varying from 6 inches to 43 feet in diameter. 
Will bore through a'l kinds of earth, slate, coal 
ors ft rock. 


THE ARTESIAN 


Combined Auger and Drill, 


will drill through rock or any other substance to 
any depth, with horse or steam power, for less 
money than any otherdrill. Send for catalogue. 
Enquirers please mention this paper. 


i 
ju 

H 
ty 


MRS. BERTHA WUPPER, 
SPIRITUAL READER. 


No. 1026 S. THIRTEENTH ST. 
ST. LOUIS. MO. 


One door south of Choteau Ave. 


Mrs M. E Sella 
2706 INDIANA AVE. 


SPIRITUAL READER. 


FOR LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. 
Ottice Uours 10 to 4, Tuke Gravois Road Cars. 


Mrs. lankton. 
SPIRITUAL READER 


For Ladies and Gents. 
Yours from 8a. o1. toG p.m 
No. 108 North I3th S. Bet, Chestnut & Pine Sts. 


WIN As 2 Sao zs, 


A responsible and reliable 


CLAIRVOYANT AND CLAIR‘ UDIANT MEDIUM. 


Gives siltings daily and may” he consulled by mail. 


1425 PINE BREET., ST, LOUIS, MO, 


DR. J. C. PHILLIPS, 
Clairvoyant & Magnetic Healer. 


My powers and skill are well known to the public. 


Correspondence Solicited. 
OMRO, Wisconsin, 


THOMAS HOSTETTER 


AGNETIC 
e 
OLIVE STREET, 
sT. LOUIS, MO 


1 No Medicine Used. i 
At Home from 7 to 9a. m. and from4to7p m 


JAS. DURELL, 
SPIRITUAL READER & MAGNETIC HEALER. 


Chronic di ease treated without medicine. Letters of 
inquiry promptly anawered. Tmportant changes of life shown 
and how to prevent them. 

Oniee Hours from 9a. m, tod p.m 


1917 Washington Ave, - = 5 ST. LOUIS, MO 


M oO 


Cc. L. HERRING. 


Magnetic Physician. 
No medication or electricity, Turst’s New Rotel, corner 
Broadway and Chestnut st., Parlor No. 1, 


Magnetism! 
C. TUCKETT. 914 Locust St. 


My Mugnetie Power over Rheumati-m, Paraly- 
~is, Neuralgia, Pains in Pit of Stomach, Fema:s 


Complaintsand Painsin the Biek is wonderful. No 
medictnes given. Hours, 9 10 72 Sharp 1 have the 
highest leslimonia's in the cily. Consultation tree. 


oe To those afilicted with this 
terrible disease we say,—do 
nut be tlisenuraged when your physician says your case is 
incurable, I guarantee to cure if you try my special treat- 
ment. Correspondence Solicited. 


MARY DUFF, 
CLAIRDESCENT PHYSICIAN. 
107 N 8th St. ST, LOUIS, MO. 


LIGHT IN THE WEST. 
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THE NEW YORK BEACON LIGHT. 


An Independent Weekly Spiritual Journal, 
giving messages from our loved ones in spirit 
life and containing matter of general interest con- 
nected with Spiritual Science. oe 

Free from controversy and personalities. 
Mrs. M. E, WILLIAMS, Editor and Publisher, 
Subscription Rates: 
One Year, $2.00. 6 Mon., $1.0, 3 Mon., $0.50. 
POSTAGE FREE. 
Rates of Advertising: à 
One dollar per inch for first insertion; fifty 
cents for each subsequent one. No advertisment 
inserted for less than $1.00. pee: 
Specimon Copies sent free on Application. 
Newsdealers supplied by the American News 
Co., 39 and 41 Chambers Street, New York. 
All communications and remittances should 


be addressed to Mrs. M. E. Williams, 
232 West 46th St. New York 


CORNS EXTRACTED, 


Without Pain- 
25c each. All troubles of the feet treated in a skillful manner. 


Dr. N. Kennison & Son. 


Also a lady inanicure to attend to the Finger Nails 


623} Olive Street, St. Louis. 


BEN MILLER, 


Fashionable 


HATTER, 


GLOVES, UMER ELLAN, etc. 
605 Franklin Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


M. GOETTLER and CO. 


1260 8. BROADWAY. 
KEEPS A LARGE LINE OF 


ats! EHats! 


Established 1853. 
Corect Styles at Moderate Prices, 


Painless Dental Rooms. 


8. E. Cor. Ninth and Washington Ave., 


FY 
JACOB. 
RADOMOKY. 


Dr. 


Dire I 


Nature’s own Restorer, Electricity. 
4'/ 


N 


/ 
Or R.M. Thomas Electro Magnetic Battery and Supporter 
combined has restored many invalida to henlth and happi- 
ness, after the most eminent Physicians had failed. Prof. 
A. B. French of Clyde O. says “'your belt has done more 
than you claimed it would for me,’ tnvalids should investi- 
gate this wonder of wonders that is used and endorsed by 
Physicians. Can be worn by either sex,a specific forall kid- 
ney disease, rheumatism, female weakness, general debility, 
nervousness,and many ailmenta flesh is heir to.Price of Belt 
furnished in red murrocco $10 white kid $12. when ordering 
send size aronnd back and abdomen Send 4ctsin stamps, 
and leading symptoms to Dr. R. M. THOMAS, Lock Box 417 
Cardingtun, Morrow Co., Ohio. and he will return you a 
scientific diagnosis, and book of testimonials free. 


THE 


[VANDALIA 


(LON, 
Pennsylvania Route. 


ST LOUIS AND NEW YORK AND THE EAST 


Is acknowledged to be the 


QUICKEST, SAFEST and BEST LINE, ° 


FOUR Hours Quickest between 


St.Louis? NewYork 


Two Trains Daily Hach Way With 
Pullman’s Hotel and Buffet Sleep- 
ing Cars, through without change, pass- 
ing through Indianapolis, Columbus, 
Pittsburg, and Pbiladelphia. 
No Change of Cars of Any Class between 


St.Louis & Pittsburg 


Trains Running Through solid. 
RATES as LOW as by any other 


Lines. 
Apply to ticket agents of connecting lines, and 
in purchasing tickets, be sure that they read, 
over 


Vandalia and Pennsylvania 
Route, 


For further Information apply to 


KE. A. Ford, 


GENERAL PASSENGER AGENT, 
ST.LOUIS, MO. 


| 


Art Rooms & Looking Glass Store. 
CILOICE PAINTINGS AND ENGRAVINGS. 
Regilding and Repairing. 


Renoving, Hangings, und everything in Looking-Glass and 
Picture line. Call or send to 


Geo. M. Harding, 
1225 OLIVE STREET, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


ST. LOUIS WIRE STEAM WASHER, 


Office 710 Olive Street, St Louis, Mo. 
a" 


The Greatest Invention of the Age. 

A child eight, years old cau operate if, Does not Wear or 
tear the c othes as the washing ia done entirely by tle 
power of steam. 

R ives labor, time, soap and clothes. 
wash 26shirts in 26 minutes. 


The machine will 


E POPULAR RAILWAY 


T OF THE CENTRAL STATES. 


? THE GREAT 


ONLY LINE 


Reaching by direct routes all the following 
large cities: 


ST. LOUIS, INDIANAPOLIS, 
CHICACO, FORT WAYNE, 
DETROIT, LAFAYETTE, 
TOLEDO, SPRINGFIELD, 
HANNIBAL, QUINCY, 
KEOKUK, PEORIA, 
KANSAS CITY, COUNCIL BLUFFS 
ST. JOSEPH, OMAHA, 


DES MOINES, OTTUMWA, 


Embracing the Principal Points of the Six Great 
States of Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa 
and Missouri, with Branch Lines or Close Connec- 
tions to other cities not mentioned above. 


THROUGH SLEEPING ÇAR | INES 


Between St. Louis, New York and Boston, via 
Niagara Falls; Chicago and New York, via Detrait 

nd Niagara Falls; 8t. Louis and St. Paul and 
Minneapolis; St. Louisand Chicago; St. Louis and 
Kansas City; St. Louis and Bt, Joseph; St. Louis 
and Council Bluffs and Omaha; 8t. Louis and Des 
Moines; St. Louis and Toledo; St. Louis and De- 
troit; Chicago and Kansas City; Kansas City and 
Des Moines; Detroit and Indianapolis. 


THE BEST ROUTE 


Via Detroit or Toledo, to all parts of the 
EAST; via Detroit, Chicago, Ottumwa or 
Des Moines, to all parts of the NORTH; via 
Indianapolis, St. Louis or Kansas City, to all 
parts of the SOUTH: via Kansas City, St. Jo- 
seph or Omaha, to all parts of the WEST. 


NO LINE CAN EQUAL THE CAR SERVICE 


GREAT WABASH ROUTE 


It includes Handsome New Coaches, Luxurious 
FREE Reclining Chair Cars, the Best Equipped 
Dining Cars on the Continent, the latest and most 
Elegant Pullman Buffet and Sleeping Cars, the 
Splendid and Novel Mann Boudoir Cars and Pal- 
ase Woodruff Sleeping Cars. 

should determine 


EVERYONE WHO TRAVELS before starting to 


make & portion of his journey, or all, if possible, 
over the WABASH, ST. LOUIS & PACIFIC RY. 
Any Coupon Ticket Agent in the United States or 


Canada will sell you tickets via the 
and give all desired information. WABASH 
For Maps, Time Tables, etc., write to 


F. CHANDLER, Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agent, 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 
< 


“= ree Thinkers Magazine, 


H. L. GREEN, Eprror and PUBLISHER. 
Published Monthly at Salamanca, N.Y. 
Single Number, 25cts. 

Six Months, $100; One Year, $2.00. 


The American Nonconformist. 
Edited by James Vincent, and puolished by 
H & L. Vincent, at Tagor, Iowa. 


Now in its VI volume. Devoted to tota! and 
immediate emmancipation from slavery to bond 


The machine passes directly through the clothes and 
washes them evenly and uot in streaks, and bleaches them 
at the same time. PRICE $6.00 


holders, railroad corporations, national bank 
and ecclisiastical dictation. Terms, $1.50 per an. 


216 


Ohio and 


Mississippi Ry 
CINCI; NNATI, 
LOUISVILLE, 
WASHINGTON, 
BALTIMORE, 
NEW YORK iH EAST. 


SOLID DAILY TRAINS to 
CINCINNATI and LOUISVILLE 
10 HOURS, with Through Day Cars, Parlor Cars and 
alace Sleeping Coaches. No Change of Cars for any class of 
assengers. 


O DAILY TRAINS 


To Washington in 28 Hours 
To Baltimore in 29 Hours 


This is4 HOURS QUICKER than the fastest tiime by any 
other tine. 

The Day Express has elegant Day Coaches and Loxuriant. 
Parlor Cars, from st Louis to Cincinnati, connecting with 
sleeper for Washington and Boston, 

The Nigh Express has leepery through without change. No 
other line’from St Louis runs Through Sleeping Cars tu the 
NATIONAL CAPITAL, 


PALACE BUFFET SLEEPING CARS 


are run bythe “O & M.” Night Express from 


8T. LOUIS te NEW YORK 


DAIL —— 
Without Change in 39 Hours. 


BEST ROUTE TO JACKSONVILLE 
And Winter Resorts in the Southeast. 


The Double Daily Lines of Parlor Cars and Palace 
Sleeping Coaches by this Line from 


: arns . «oe 
St Louis to Uincinnati & Louisville 
Tuking direct connections al hoth points with morning and 
evening Express Trains, having Palace Holel and sleeping 
Cars to Chattanooga, Atlanta, Macon and Jacksouville with- 

out changes 
No Ferries or Transfers by this Route! 


The Only Line running a Sleeping Car 
of any descripticn between 
St Louis & Cincinnati. 


Por Tickets, Rates, or any particular information call on 


icket Agents of connecting lines, West, Northwest and 
onthwest. 


Orin St Louis, at 101 & 103 N. Fourth Street. 


W. W. PEABODY, 
Pres’t aud General Manager, 
CINCINNATI, ONIO. 


G. D. BACON, Gen’l Western Passenger Agent, 
ST. OUIS, MO, s 


W. B. SHATTUC, 


General Pass’r Agent. 


LIGHT IN THE WEST. 
mS o—- 


RAILWAY > 


& TRAINS DAILY TO B 


Kansas City. 


-—— e + e 


DIRECT CONNECTIONS AT 
Kansas City and Omaha 


TO ALL POINTS IN THE WEST. 
& Trains Dai io ©, 

Leavenworth, Atchison, 
st, Joseph & Omaha. 


Ele. ant Pullman Palace Sleeping and 
Buffet cars on all trains 


——ChairCarg Frea —— 


ne t 


Tue [ron MOUNTAIN Route 


IS THE ONLY LINE DIRECT TO ALL POINTS IN 
ARKANSAS and TEXAS. 
ONLY ROUTE TO TIE 
FAMOUS HOT SPRINGS. 
OF ARKANSAS. 

ONLY ONE CHANGE OF CARS BETWEEN 
St. Louis £ Ban Francisco 
Solid Trains Through to 
Memphis, Tenn, and 
GALVESTON, TEXAS, 


Daily line of sleeping cars through to 


MEMPHIS & NEW ORLEANS. 


W. H. NEWMAN, 
Gen'l Traffic Manager 


Ii. C. TOWNSEND,’ 
Gewl Pass. and Ticks Agt 


UXURY |! 


on Le 


Bee Line Route! 
(I. & St. L. and C, C. C. & t. Ry’s.) 


With its New Equipment, Excelent 

Road Bed, and possessing every ap- 

pliance for Luxurious Travel known 

to be serviceable, offers to passengers 
for 


INDIANAPOLIS, CINCINNATI, 
CLEVELAND, BUFFALO, 


——)AND ALL(—— 


NEW ENGLAND Cities 


Fast Time, Sure Connections, 
ae 


Palace Sleeping Coaches 


WHICH! RUN THROUGH TO 


NEW YORK 


AN p-—_—— 


BOSTON 


WITHOUT CHANGE. 


To persons going WEST or SOUTHWEST on 
plessuse or business ind to 


Western Land Seekers 


The accommodations offered by this Line are 
unsurpassed, Direct connections are made for 


MIS OURI, ARKANSAS, 
TEXAS. KANSAS, 
NEBRASKA, COLORADO, 


CALIFORNIA & MEXICO, 
AVOIDING TRANSFERZ@DELAY 


If you contemplate a journey any where, do not 
complete your arrangements until you have seen 
a BEE LINE Agent, who will furnish 


LOWEST RATES 


, and give full iuformation. 


2d Sit OT LOUIS ea 
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